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The memory of the Fuſt is Bleſſed, Prov. 10. To 
By bumility and the fear of the Lord, are Riches, 
Honoxr, and Life, Prov. 22. ver. 14. 
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TO THE 
Right Honourable Lady 


| ELIZABET H, 
Counteſs Dowager of Clare. 


MADAM, 


T was a very merciful Pro- 

vidence,which brought your 
| Honour to your ;@&#ar Mo- 

thers aſſiſtance, int ber dying 
fickneſs ; by which, as you hadthe 
pleaſure of recreating ber' Spirit 
with your preſence, and of giving . 
' an bigh Demonſtration” -of your 
Piety to ber, in ber low and weak, 
' late of body (a wertne of great 
' price with God, and remarkably 
' rewarded by bim, even in this life) 
bo A3 So 


Bp - ——EETES oo don nn tn 
ie Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


So alſo the happineſs of being a 


eye witneſs to ber Chriſtian De« 


portment, in ber fharpeſt Pains 


and. Agonies ; bow ber Fuith and. 


Patience triumphed oper them all ; 


which, no dowbt,did much fweetin 


the ſorrow, thet ber outward di- 
ſtreſs, inflified upon your tender 
Heart. ' And, indeed, it'is no won- 


der ſo boly a Life, ſhould have ſo} 


Happy an end. Mark, the perfeRt 
man, and behold the uprighe 3 ; 
for the end of that man is Peace. 
This Pretious Saint had made her 
Bed, before ſhe was to lye down 


on it. Long bad ſhe been gather- 
ing theſe Spices. (Graces I mean) | 


for ber dying Neſt ; in the ea 
Odours of which, ſbe. at 


Holily, and Feaceby, breathed 


forth 


” 
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"The Epiſtle 


—_t 


forth her Gracious $ roul, into the 
1 Arms : of ber beloved' Saviour. 
Aud, now” Madam, ſeeing God 
"7 bath determined your Will, by de- 
I claring bis, 'it will bighly become 
{ your Honour to bear ber De- "i / 


7 

4 

"14 ceaſe, as Saint Hierom did Yr 
"4 the death of. "the Noble ; 
t 

, 


"7 Paula, whom be ſo much ho- 
$ noured for her Piety. ' Not 
by Mourning you have loft, | 
but by Praiſing God you had —_— 

© ſo Pretions a Saint tobeyour 27 Fpirah 
"3 Mother; and that you bad | 
'$ ber ſo long, even to live to ſee,and 
2 give ber Bleſſing to your Chil- 
1 drens Children, before her depar- 
ture; yea,. that you bave her ſtill. 
Is. there :no way to bave onr 
Friends, unleſs we have them in 
Cl feb ? She is not loſt, that ftill 
lives 
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Her death was the end 0 
her y" bus. there is no / 
of .ber Life, In her” Spirit, fe 
OI TA IRE REA 
ſhe lived ow Eareb. To her' 
Name, fot kwer with ailtbaot knew! 
be 

This like an after bean 

f the Sanſa followed her, 19) 
bed of the Grove, and flilte 
og fo ber - Honour, The we-\ 
201 of thejuſt is bleſſed; though! 
+. The name of thewicked rots, even" 
" while it 48. nememebred; : as rhe 
name of Pilate doth in the Creed, 
10:big reproach and curſe.  And' 
as: t6 her \'Vertues, foe tives tw] 
Jour ſelf,, and in as many other of | 
£ \Nable x Tar as init ate 
Fiety..: It joyed this Bleſſed: 

le 
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leave her ſurviving Children,” 
and ſo many of ber Grand-Chil.” 
dren, walking in the Truth. 'And' 
if at © Heather | 100k, ſach bigh* 
content, +hat the Hononr which be 
arived' to, befel bim, while bis 


Parents were yet (r ; wheteby' | 
_ bad 4 eee bring bis 1nicinn © 
+5 How mach! ay... Fl» 3 
* rt the'Pious Relations" of "1 
this py haben this their Preddnel's uk -coh | 
Parent, bad the eeing t | 
entobled-with Eos Loos.) and *. oy -t 
ſo in their way to Heaven, before © 
her ſelf went thither. T1 antſure, 
it bath © been an Heart-breaking-' 
| ſoryow'to ſome Children; that they 
. converted not to God, before their 
Parents bodies, were cot-' 
vertet-into Duſt; and thirtby 


_— to go fighing with ſor-\ 


© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


row #0 their Graves ; who,' might | 
they but firſt. have ſeen thew re-. 
elaimed, would beve gone down 
to . them ſinging for joy. Itis a | 
bleſied | fight, \to bebold Children, 
eſpecially of "Noble Perſons, _ inti- 
rating their Godly Parents Graces. 
Minima God is noreſpeGter of Per- }. 
 Dews eſt accep- ſons, et ſaith Saint. Ber | 
Sormenquo Hard, I know not how it 
Me give ple. Comes tO paſs, that Vertuc 
Ns ples es .in a Noble Perſon, doth 
a: CXIIL 2d ' more pleaſe ; 1s it not bap- 
| ly, becauſe it is more con- 
ſpicuous 5 and ſo more attra- 
Give. This Conſideration made 
me more -readily obey your Ho- 
nours commands, in publiſbing 
theſe mean Papers ; boping that, 
this great Example of Piety, in. 
fo Noble a Lady, 1ogether, hy” 

he 
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NY The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
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the Honour that attended ber to 


the Grave for it , may cauſe ſome 
of bigh Birth, a litle more, to 
| conſider their great miſtake, i 
thinking to overtake Honour. in 
the dirty paths. of Prophaneneſs 

and-Irreligion ; and ſobe moved, 
. at laft, to change their way, and 
turn into this clean road of Piety ; 
wherein this good Lady walking, 
lived, with ſo much efteem,. and 
dyed ſo wonderfully lamented. 
The:charader, that I bave bere 
given of her, is True, but not 
full; _nay, far ſhort of ber worth. 
Her Graces were of ſo bigh a 
ſtrain, that I may truly ſoy, what 


Saint Jerome did, concerning bis ids, 
_ 
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ſantiratis, quid puritaris invenerim ; — e 
credulirars excedam. Higron, Ep.16, —_— SG, 
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The Epiſtic He Dedicatory, 


commenting Marcella, 4 Noble 
Roman Lady. I was afraid to: 
Jpeak,. all T Bw of ber Wiſdom, 
{giv? + Charity, and other Ex- 
'cellencies, left I ſhould ſeem to 
exceed thabelief of ſome 3 thoſe, T 
mean," who knew ber not ; for as 
"any. were more, and ſouyer and 
qojpred with ber, ſo their or 
ate of ber advanced big 


ow muſt not that Piece be ad." 
mirably well drawn, which is m 

| penien S0 by thoſe (if — 
Jud, e) that ftand neareſt » and 
"Fook lon f on it ©" And none, I 
"think, will dery, that famons light 
, of ph Age, Biſhop Uſher, ro bawe 


been as able to judge in this caſe, 


11 1h other ; and what an bieb} 
pier eftee! he bad of this Lady, and 
o&, Noble Lord and Husband 
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"The Epiſile Dedicitory. 


alſo, appears, from « Lettey writ= 
ten by bim, to ber, Forty years 
IJ ago, in which there is this paſſage. | 
-| Thething that I have moſt ad-KtieLerz | 
1 mired in your Noble Lord, i, writ, An. 
[{ that ſuch lowlineſs of mind, and. 
| ſuch an high pitch of a brave. 
I Spirit, ſhould, be yoaked toge-, 
.} ther, and lodged: in. one 'Breaſt.. | 
1 And on the other fide; when I 
4 refle& upon you ; methinky,.T 
| pron age that ſaying of the 
| file better ; | than 1-did.. 
| as the man is the Image and 
Clory of God, ſo the woman is 
;1] the Glory of the Man.  \And 
e] to your comfott, let me/\ add 
ns Thar if 1 have any infighe 
s of this Nature, or have 
ne to diſcern of Spit» 
ve clearly beheld en» _ 
Traven _. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicarory;” 


graven in your Soul, the Emage: 
and Superſcription of my God." 
Thus wrote this Excellent Pers: 
*for, whoſe admirable judgment, 


thinksng bim in this bigh cha- 
racer, guilty of raſhneſs and 
- light credulity; and bir known 


from- all ſuſpicion of abuſing bis 
Pen to \any ſervile flattery. And 


this good Lady," and how ready 
Pe was to be dejefied from an over 
ry # ſence of. her unworthineſs, 
fend reaſon to believe, that 

this of God, gave this Te- 
0107 of ber, to ber ; as a Cor- 
dial to revive ber Humble Spirit ;/ 
and_therefore' brings it in with," 


may. keep any ſober Perſon from|- 


zmtegrity is enough to free bim'} , 


they, who ark the lowly Spirit off | 


— 


And his to your comfort | addi 
E13NK . By 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
But I am too troubleſom, I fear, 10 
your Honour 3 my bearty Prayers 

- are, that as you have begun, ſo 

you may go 0nin living your Mo» 

1 - thers Holy Life; and that then 
you may, in a good Old Age, dye 

;} . ber bappy death, with much Peace 

4} : and, Honour. . And that ſolong, 

f ar y0u:fball bavt a Pofterity live 

PS | WT o1T «+: 

4 © on Earth, your good Mother may 

1} never be Dead ;, but may from Ge- 

el meration, to Generation, have thoſe 

4 

f 

t 


deſcending from- her, 1bat will 
keep ber Name, and Pretions Ex- 
emple alive, by a due Veneration 
if the one, and Pions imitation of 
be other. 


b 


Madam, 


I am your Honours 
moſt Humble Seryant, 
W. GURNALL. 
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x Cor. I5. 58. 


For as much as ye know that your labour 
it not in vain in the Lord. 


—_—r— 


: HAT Luther ſaid of Juſtifi- 
'3 \% cation by Faith, that may we 
concerning the Reſurrection 

7 of the dead, Articulws eft Eccleſia ſtan- 
$ tis, .aut cadentir; it is an Article with 
F which: the Charch ftandeth or falleth 3 
"2 Yet fo foul an errour had' taken-the 
\F head of ſome Members in the Church 
7 of Corinth, as to deny this grand Truth, 

$ which S* Paxl calls in another- place, 


one of the principles of the DoGrine of _ 6.3 
Chriſt : how ſay ſome among you, 'there OY 
is no ReſurreFjon of the dead ? ns 
n 
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And, is it not ſtrange, that ſuch who. 


much more, that any in the Church of 
Corinth (eſpecially in thoſe early days) 
ſhould have ſuch a darkneſs found up- 
on their minds, who ſtood fo near the 
_ Sun ? and that while $* Paw 
mlclf was yet alive, who had planted 
this Church; by this we ſee, though 
Truth is errours elder, yet errour is 
.not much Truths younger. Though 
the Goſpel-Church was pureſt in the 
Primitive times, yet it ſoon began to 
pt in its Members. Not unapt 
was his ſaying, who compared 
in this reſpet ) the gathering 'of 
hurches to the gathering of Apples, 
which when firſt gathered, may 
oo _ ſound, but then wit 
mas while, ſome {t them begin 
th tpeck , and orbuoyaeg Face dere 
rottingeſs. No doubt this Church of 
Corinth, and ſo others gathered by the 
reſt-of the Apoſtles, appeared in their 
Members very ſound in the faith, nd] 
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fair in their lives at their firſt embrace- 
ing of the Goſpelz yet ſonje we ſee 
did thous ſoon diſcover 'corruption' in 
both. Now to recover the tainted, 
and Conany to preſerve the ſound 
from this dangetous infetion, *the 
Apoſite (ers himſelf to defend this Arri- 
cle of our Faith, well knowing, that 
this was a blow made at the root of 
Chriſtianityz which muſt needs fall'to 
the ground, if this canciot be mairitdin- 
ed 4; and he doth it with ſuch invinci- 
ble argumetits, that if any Heretick 
ſhall now deny it, the reaſon' carmot 
be deficiency in the proof here give, 
but rather a criminous conſcience in 


himſelf; which makes him on His own . 


defence ,- deny 4 ARrflrmdion, for" feat 
of the fulewent which artendsit. ©" 
Now' the' Apoſtle having done this, 
and withal ſhewn the glorious atray, its 
which the #ainrs ſhall ariſe 'out'of their 
beds of Juſt: he then 9. 55. wg 
iwnizier, of triamphantſbng over Death 


vtly 
and out-btaves this Kin Terrouts to 


his face, that is woot to keep the heats 
ae | Ba - 'of 


I ns 


CE CO HENCE — 
' © of poor: Mortals in the miſerable bons' 
dage of a laviſh fear. 0 Death 

ie thy fling ? 0. Grave, where is thy vis 

Fory? As if he had ſaid, Death do' 

now thy worſt , we fear thee not: thou 

mayeſt indeed get us into thy hands," 

but thou canſt not long keep us in thy? 

poyers fall- we ſhall into the Grave, 

ut-we fall to riſe again, and when, we* 

ariſe out of our Graves, then ſhalt thou: 

Deaths fall into thy Grave, never to 

ariſe again. Then v. 57. he ſings with 

an holy raviſhment of joy the praiſes! 

of God, and Chriſt our Redeemer, by 

whoſe atchievement this glorious vifto» 

ry over death, is won: The ſting. of 

Death is Sin, and the ſirength of Sin it 

the Laws but thanks be to God, which 

veth us the wittory , through our Lord 

hr Chriſt. This indeed is our David;: 

who cut offthe head of this Goliah with: 

his-own ſword, killed Death by falling 

dead npon itz he unſtung this Serpent” 

by. receiving its/ſting into his owa bleſ; 

ed bady. He overcame this great Cons 

querour, by ſfubmittiog himſelf for 's 
F LC 4 otho 
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-time to be conquered by it; when Chriſt 
loſt his life, then his whole Army-of 
Saints won the day. Death now-to 
them is no death, 'that which was their 

miſhment as Sinners, is now their pri- 
viledge as Saints. That - which ſtood 
amongſt the threatnings of the Lew,and 
was the: moſt formidable of them all, 
hath now changed its place, and isgot 
amongſt the promiles of the Goſpel. Alb 
pi things are yours, or Life or Death.- 1 Cor. 
14 3- 21. So pretious an 'oyl doth. our 
$ Apoſtle extragt from this {lain Scorpions 
ſo ſweet anihoney comb doth he find 

+7 in this dead Lyons breaſt, and gives it 
$# into the hand of the Saints, to go cat- 
7 ing of it, to their unſpeakable joy and 

3 comfort: but, isthis victory over Death 

q only matter. of- joy and comfort unto 
7 Believers? Oh noz Bleſſed art thou'0 
14 Land, when thy Princes eat for ſirength,, 
4 and not for drunkenneſ;; and,bleſled art 
{4 thou O Emanzels Land, when thy Saints 
feed on the priviledges and promiſes of 
theCoſpel,not to make them drunk with: 
Pride, nar to lay them aſleep in Sloth 3 

*” B 3 ,* but 


bur-to refreſb them-to run the Race ſet 
before them, andthe Joy of the Lord: 
becomes their | ſtrength 3 the Apoſtles: 
therefore goes on' to improve and; 
cloſe up his difcqurſe on - this fubje&® 
withi\an Exhortation to Duty 3 Theres 
| fore. ,ay beloved brethren, be ye ſleds 
faſt, ' always abounding in' the work of: 
Lord, that is, be ſtedfalt -in tt 

faith of the Goſpel , and eſpecially 1 
the belief of this particular Article of 
our: Chriſtian faith , the ReſurreQior 
of ' che dead ,' and then live up unte 
this belief; walk and work as for Got 
while ' you -live-,; as beheving you! 
that} , "when dead, riſe again. Now: 
my Text hath-the nature of a po 
ertul. Argument ro inforce- this Exe 
hortation upon 'them, for ai much as $6 
hnow, that your labour is not in vain in" 
the Lord. 
*-In which words theſe two-things are: 
obſervable. © Firi#, the Nature | and 
Quality of theſervice or work of God,] 
it isa Labour; the Apoſtle changeth t 
the' word igyu, 4. e. Work,' which be 
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had uſed in the' Exhortation immedi- 
ately preceding into this of Labour, 
and. that not »#@, which fignifics any 
ordinary labour but zi-@, which im- 
4 ports the hardeſt of labour 5 Negotinas, 
. mor cedit & quaſi vires ſrangit, 
$ faith an Erymoligift, and this we may 
4 conceiye to pre-occupate an Objetion 
of ſuch that could be willing to do ſome 
work, bur afraid of meeting with too 
much labour, 
Secondly , Here is the reward that 
Atgeetens this labour, and may make the 
Chriſtian more eafily ſubmit unto it. 
For 4s much as ye know your labour ſhalt 
not be in viin in the Lord. In which, 
firſt, here is the certainty of the re- 
ward, «&r«e, knowing , or ye know, your 
| labour is not in vain. It is not an un- 
{ certain' ſurmiſe, taken up by a (el 
4 flattering hope from ſome eafie ground 
| of a weak fortaſſes, or may be; but ye 
know it upon mfallible groundsz ye 
doubt no more of the being of another 
World , where God will rewerd his 
faithful- labourers , then 4e do of the 
| B 4 being 


"3 The Lavourand Reward 
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m_ of this which you ſee with: you 
bodily | eyes, and live at preſent in 
Here you know it, though here ye 
do not receive it. Secondly, the trar 
cendency of this reward, 'tis agreat ve 
ward as well as ſure. Far there is 
arbrus in this Phraſe, an elegant figure 
in Rhetorick , wherein more-1s meant 
than is ſpoken : the words:ſound loy 
but the ſenſe is high. You-ſhall na 
loſe your labour , that is ,-you-ſhall þ 
infinite gainers by it, you (hall receive 
a reward greater than now you can 
ceive.. Thus 1n-| our own Languag 
we.are wont to ſpeak, when we would 
make one willing to.do a work: we i@ 
them about, we'll ſay to him,.you ſhall 
not repent doing-of it , yau:ſhall not 
be a loſer , or work for nothipg 3 i 
which we intend more than we exprely 
that it ſhall redound to his gr 
advantage. Thus here under this ex» 
preſtion, your labowr is not in vein, | 
intended-no leſs than Heaven, that ex» 
ceeding great and eternal weight of 
glary, which no. tengue of men ft 
| Ange 
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Angels can-exprels how great it 1s, - 
Firſt-of the firſt, the nature or qua» 
ity of the Chriſtians work; his work is " 
a labour, and (o will every one findit, 
that means to be faithful in doing of it. 
Man is:born to labeur-, and the Chri- 
ſtian is not born' again tobe idle; God 
ſends not his ſervants-into the. World 
as a Play-houſe, but Work-houfe 5 and 
ſuch a_ work it is which he appoints 
them, as is not an idle mans buſineſs; 
that may be done fitting at his'eaſe.on 
the' chair of floth,, but requires his 
greateſt pains and diligence ; therefore 
Chriſtianity is in Scripture. compared 
to the molt toyliom imployments-2.is it: 
a labour td run a race, which ſtrains 
all - parts of a mans body 5 what-is it 
then to-xun this ſpiritual race,- which ' 
1s-every [ſtep of the way up-hill,. and 
ſtraingth not legs and lungs as theother 
doth, but faith and patience. which-1s 
a hatder exerciſe ? Is the Husbandmans 
work laborious to plow - up his ſtiff 
ground, and with many a. weary ſtep 
to go lowing his heavy land, eſpecially 
| in 


in a'wet ſeaſon? what then 1s. tl 
Chriſtians labour, who is to plow. c 
the Rock, to break up an heart by 
nature, harder than'ſtone, and whoſe 
whole life is a wet ſeed-time, he living 
ina Valley of tears. . Is the Souldiers 
work laborious and hazardous, whe 
muſt be content'to lye hard, and fai 
hard,” and which is more, prepare for 
hard blows, and knocks, -yea wounds, 
and death it ſelf? 'then the Chriſtians 
cannot be eafie, who muſt deny him- 
ſelf, and+-take up his Croſs and follc 
Chriſt, and that cheerfully , amidſt all 
his loſſes and croſſes. For this Captain: 
non 4mai gementem Militem ? loves not 
_ Souldier that followeth him groaning 
and ing. But for the further: 
clearing and amplifying this point, it 
will not be amifs to deſcend to ſome par-' 
ticulars, to diſcover what it is that” 
makes the Chriſtians work fo laborious: 
and ' difficult; and in the next place," 
why God hath charged Religion with 
ſo much labour , and ſo many difficul-" 
yes. 


Firſh,, 
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Firſt of the firſt, The valt circumfe- 
rence.of his duty 3; the more ſtrings an 
Inſtrument hath, the more art isrequired 
to handle it well ; the larger the Field is, 
the-more labour it will colt him that 1s 
to Till-itz in a word, the greater the 
Servants charge is, and the more bu{1- 
neſs which lies upon his hands, the more 
care 1s/heedful to tend itz and where 
the care muſt be great, the labour can- 
notbelittle, becauſe care js it ſelf one 
of the-greateſft labours : O how great 
ther 4s the Chriſtians labour? whoſe 
careand duty: has no leſs compaſs than 
the commandment of God, which is'of 
ſuch vaſt comprehenſion, that the _ 
jft, who-faw an cad of all perfeftions, 
could ſee-no end of it. Pſalm 119. 96. 
Thave ſtew an end of all perfeFions, but 
thy commandment is exceeding broad.” 


The Commandment here inchides both ' 
Law and Goſpel, and the Chriſtians du- 
ty extendsto, diffyſeth it ſelf over 
both. Firſt, the Law Moral, this is 
bound upon the Chriſtian in point of du- 
ty to-make it his rule, as ſtrialy as it , 
& +4 was 
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wagupon innocent 4dam himſelf, though 
not-upon ſuch ſtrait conditions, and dif 
mal conſequences. The Chriſtian. i 
bound to it upon peril of contracting lin; 
though not of incurring death and-dams 
nation 3 the Chriſtian hath 'no more li 
berty to tranſgreſs the Law than 4: 
had, though he hath a- promiſe of pars 
don upon repentance, when he hath fins 
ned, which 4dam had not 3 how1ndeed 
can we —_— that Chriſt, who was 
made a-curlſe for fin, would come to be! 
acloak ro fin? now is itan eahe work; 
for the Chriſtian to: keep his heart in 
a ſincere compliance with, and reſpe& 
to, this:Law in his daily walking? 
Law which is ſo large, as reacheth from? 
Heaven to Earth, commanding'us td: 
keep-a conſcience void of alive y 
God and Man; a Law fo pure and p 
ciſe, that forbids all fin, omiſſions of* 
good, as well as commiſſions of evil: 
that indites him for a MFderer that doth! 
not feed his Brother ( yea his Enemy): 
as well as he that ſtabs him to the? 
heartz him that doth not pray to Goac 
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2 as well as him that doth curſe him 3 the. 


barren Heath without good fruit, as 


———_— 


well as the Dunghil-life of the profane - 


finer filled with the ſtinking weeds 
of groſs crimes, that condemneth ſug- 
den paſſions, as well as deliberate f6ns3 
that bindeth the ſoul to-1ts good beha- 
viour-, as well as the hands. ' . Is it an 
eafie thing to hate every falſe way? to 


be ready te every good work ? to. 


have reſpeCt to every Command, which 
yet he muſt have that will not be put 
to ſhame, P/al. 119. 6. willing in all 
things to live honeſily. Yet this he mult 
do, that will keep a good conſcience, 


Heb. 13, 18.'is not here enough to fill ' 


the Chriſtians head with care, and his 
heart continually with an boly fear and 
trembling ? But this is not all his work 3 
for ſecondly , the Evangelical Law is 
alſo bound upon. the Chriſtian z the 
ſum' of which the Apoſtle - gives us in 
theſe two comprehenſive duties, Kepex- 


tance towards God, and Faith towards 


our Lord Jeſws Chriſt 5 and are theſe to 
be got, or exerciſed when got , with- 
» 24 out 


Ats.- 


out labour > When the poor Chri 
ſtian bath done his utmoſt to-keep th 
' Law, how far ſhort doth he fall of 'th 
exa Rule 2 Now theſe. deficiencie 
and obliquities call'for repentance, arc 
1sit edfie for, him to comply with thi 
duty ? is it cafie to rifle his con 
ence, and ſearch his own heart, 
impartially , *as if he forgot it w 
his own houſe he was ſearching , ang 
his own ſhame he was to diſcover: 
yet this is a necellary antecedenr t 
the at of repentance: how can he co 
ret the Erratd's or faults of a book} 
that never read'nor examined”it ? an 
to do it ſurely will coſt ſome pains. 
confeſs this review the Chriſtian is 

_ make, is more eaſily done,” when | 
' doth it daily, -and examines his life (i 
I may (o ſay ) ſheet by ſheer, 'asiti 
. printed in every particular da 
converſation : but ever this is alabou 
too heavy for a fſlothful hearr to er 
dure, is it eafie when the-poor-cres 
tafe hath found out his many fins at 
failings; upon this review, to get 
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ful ( his ingratitude and difinge» ' --* 

nuity to God in them, fo as to throw 

up: thoſe ſweet morſels with more bit- 

terneſs of ſpirit, than they were ſwal- 

lowed. down with pleaſure. 'In a word, 

Is it cafic for the poor Chriſtian to 

get theſe Inmates out of doors, which 
' he bath ſo unadviſedlylet in, to clear 

his affections of that poyſon, with which 

theſe his fins have infected them? Is it | 

cake to recover the ſtrength of his're- 

ſolutions, which his fins muſt needs 

have much looſned and weakned ? 

The ſecond great duty of the Goſpel 

is Faith, and this is as hard as the other 3 

for indeed the difficulty of believing 
makes that of repenting ſo hard. - Is it 
ceafie to: aſſent to the truth: of. theſe 
Myſteries of the Goſpel ,” which are 
contrary to the apprehenfions of cor- 
rupt reaſon, and beyond the compre- 
henfion of the Chriſtians moſt clevared 
underſtanding ? Is it eafic for one of a 
wounded fpirit , funk and- dejetted as 
low as Hell , under the heavy _— 


26 


has 


' fach a-Wretch as he hath been, ma 
- ever fiad grace and favour in rhe eye 


his guilt, to liftup an eye of faith coth 
promiſe, and to conceive a hops, that 


of a juſt and _ God? Verily ,:it i 
a wonder little leſs , than that of the 
Prophets, in making Iron to ſwim 3 it: 
1s eafſe for a ſtupid ſinner (indeed) to! 
dream of. a pardon, while Conſcienee 
is alleep 3 but when this is once 
throughly awake, only he *that can 
ſtill the waves and winds in a ſtorm at 
Sea ,ican pdcifie this, can give either 
power to believe, or peace in belies 
ving.. / Is it eaſe to repent, and bring 
forth the meet fruits of it , good 
works, and not to make them the [dof 
of our truſt ? not to relye on the firſt 
to procure our pardon here, nor on the 
other to purchaſe our reward hereafs 
after 3 but to-rejoyce only in Chriſt 
Jeſus, a5 the ſole entire objett of our 
truſt for both. 1.6 
Secondly , The. curious Sculpture 
with which every Duty in Religion 
mult be engraved, torender it accept: 
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ble to God, a miſcarriage in any of 
& which is (like an hair on the writers 
pen) enough to mar and blot his fairs 
$ eſt copy, for bornm ex integris, Firit, 
sf every duty in Religion, to render it ac- 
{ ceptable to God muſt ſpring from a ſu- 
ty pernataral. principle. It is not labour 
p4 1n the Lord, except the labourer him- 
& ſelf be in the Lord. AGzo ſequitur vi- 
ﬆ 4m, a carnal man can do no other than 
af a carnalachon, though the tmatter of. it 
be ſpiritual. A dead ſtate can have no 
other but dead works, a corrupt Tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit. Mat.7. 12. 
Secondly, the Chriſtians wotk muſt be 
14 performed with an holy fervor, Thow 
$ hait commanded us to keep thy precepts 
g diligently. Pſalm. 119. 4. RO valde, ve- 
hementer. The word is emphatical, im- 
porting ari exerting the utmoſt force of 
our Souls. - Zeal is the religious part of 

4 our affetions; the firſt-born and ſtrength 
4 of a mans ſpirit, and therefore God ets 
It apart for himſelf, as his peculiar por- 
tion, fervent in ſpirit ſervine the Lord; 
a this, he pn himſelf __ 
C ed, 


i) 
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ed, 'not ſerved, and accordingly deals 
with ſuch cold ſervitours, giving them 
as cold welcom as they do him ſervice; 
curſed ir be that doth the work of the Lord 
neeligently; If we would repent, we 
mult be zealows and repent, Rev.2. v.2. 
if hear the word, we muſt be ſift to 
hear; if pray, it muſt be a» effeFual 
fervent prayer, or elſe it is but thuribu- 
lum (fe prunis, a cenſure without fire. 
If we would .give an alms, we muſt 
drew out our ſoul, as well as our purſe 
to the hungry. Now thoſe imploy- 
ments are counted moſt laborious, to 
which moſt ſtrength and force muſt be 


pur, and thoſe which intend the pow-/ 


' ers of the ſoul, more than ſuch as 
ſtrain the limbs of the body 3 the Scho- 
lars labour in his ſtudy, is more 
ſ we, than the Plow-mans in the 

eld. What then is the Chriſtians la- 
bour, which exerts the zeal and heat 
of his ſpirit? O how hard is it to kin- 
dle, -or kindled , to keep this heaven- 
- ly fire alive, on a hearth ſo damp and 


cold as our beart is? Thirdly, the Chri-- 
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ſtians work muſt be done from a right 
motive to a right ends Firſt, a | 
motive from dience to the will of 
God, and that ſuch as ſprings from the 
love of Godihe doth not Gods work that 


doth not obey him,and he doth not obey 


him,that-doth not love him,that only be- 
ing true obedience, which 1s hearty obe- 


dience. Te have obeyed him from the heart; gg. 
and that only hearty obedience, which is 6.8. 


loving3 for love hath the regency of the 
heart, andit goes only whither love car- 
ricth it. O how hard is this, wherethere 
is ſo much of theſlave,even in thoſe that 
are children? where Hagar ſo oft over- 
tops Sarah's ſervile fear , our filial affe- 
Gion3 Secondly, it muſt be to a right 
end; itis in vain to wind up the watch, 
if it be not ſet to the right e, or to 
draw the Arrow (though to the head ) 
if the Archers eye dire@ it not to the 
right mark ; Zeal winds up and draws 


forth the powers of the ſoul, ir makes 


the Chriſtian a& vigorouſly, and forai- 

bly : but if fincerigy (which is the (fin- 

gleneſs of the ſouls oyOebe not preſent 
4 TE. 2 
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to diret it -ultimately . to. the' glory. of 

;-. God, the labour is in vain; the faſter 
a man goes, (when out of his way) the 
worſe; for the faſter he goes, the fur- 
ther he hath to come back : he that is 
flothful in the Lords work doth diſ- 
leaſe him , but he that makes a great 
(tle in Religion, and by this his aQti- 
vity calls others eyes to behold his zeal, 
yet ſecretly intends his own, not Gods 
praiſe, provokes him more, becauſe 
'more hypocritical m what he doth: 
Wee: being to ſin, what putrifatti- 
on 1s to diſeaſes; the more of this in a 
diſcaſe, the more dangerous-it makes 
itz the more of that in a fin, the more 
abominable it makes it: nay further, 
though the aim be, not falſe, yer if 
that which God allows to be our infe- 
riour end, be made our ultimate, it de- 
praves the attionz if I aim at the com- 
fort and relief of a poor mans neceſſity 
in my alms ( which I may and ought ) 
yetit this be the higheſt I look, and my 
eye palſeth not thrgugh this,. to the 
ae of God, .it becomes unac- 
; ceptable, 
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ceptablez a man may loſe the prize by 


ſhooting ſhort, as well as wide of the 


mark 3 now how. hard to keep our eye 
fixed on this ultimate end ? truly even 
as hard as to keep our eye fixt on a (in- 

le object, through an OptickGlaſs, held 
Fs trembling hand. Forxrthly, Every 
Duty muſt be timed aright 3 the Chrt- 
ſtians life is full of duties, and thoſe 
very various; now he 1s called to ex- 


erciſe himſelf in one, then in another 3 


now to pray, anon to meditate 3 now to 
bein his Cloſet, then to be in his Shop 
about his worldly calling 3 now to pri- 
yate, then to publick ; now to reprove, 
then'to encourage or comfort his Bro- 
ther. As one that hath a Shop full of di- 
vers Tools, all neceſſary for his' Call- 
ing, but this for that purpoſe, and that 


for this in it 3 now if he ſhould cut with . 
bis Axe, when he ſhould ſmooth with .- 


his Plain,he would ſoon ſpoil his work 3 
that which is at one time a Duty, would, 


if done, at another be a Sin. Dili-- 


gence: in our worldly Calling on the 
week day is the, work of the Lordz 
"_ C.3 


but 


22 The Lavone and Reward . * 
but the ſame onthe Lords day would be 
Satans3 no doubt as many a fair Child | þj 
hath- been loſt by an untimely Birth, | fe 
ſo many a good Work ſpoiled by an | 4 
unfeaſonable perfarmance 3 and to dif- } 
cera time and judgment for our ations, | tþ 
requireth both wiſdom and care, and } 
theſe labour and pains. a 

"Thirdly, The difficulty the Chriſtian } 
finds to order his Converſation, ſo that } þ 
his care for one part of his wark may 
not hinder him in avother. Now the 
reaſon of this difficulty, is the ſeeming 
contrariety of ſome duties to others: 
Seeming, I ſay, not real, indeed it is in 
Satans fervice only (not in Gods) that 
there isa real contrariety of work : Er* 
rors have their oppoſites ; he that main- 
tains one, cannot, if he. underſtands 
himſelf, hold ſome other ; fo in Practi- 
cal Luſts, ſome are at ſuch a feud, that 
whenone 1s in the Throne, the other is 
kept under, but all Truths agree lo- 
vingly together, ' being all but one 
Faith 3 and ſo do the Graces of a Chri- 
ſtian, being all the effe&t af one and ; 
the ; 


e 
J 


XC b 4 - CO 
” 
- 


the ſame Holy Spirit; they do no more 
hinder one another in acting, than the 
ſeveral wheels in a well made: Clock 
do one anothers motions or the vari- 
ous members of the body, one the 0- 
thers Operations and Functions; yer, I 
ſay, there is a ſeeming contrariety. And 
as it requires Art and care to touch the 
ſeveral ſtrings of an Inſtrument, that 
have different Sounds, ſo as from all 
may reſult one harmonious ſound, ſo 
much more holy skill and care in a 
Chriſtian to exerciſe theſe many vari- 
ous Graces, and perform ſo many di- 
vers Duties, in fuch a ſweet concur- 
rence and fellowſhip, that from all, there 
may reſult an uniform Holineſs in the 
courſe of his life. The Chriſtian muſt 
be Zealous, but leave room for Diſcre- 
tion, or clſe like a Ship that hath all 
Sail and no Ballaſt, he'll grow top 
heavy 3- he muſt fear to fin, and yet 
hope in the Mercy of. God, when he 
hath ſinned and repents of it; 'tis his 
duty to draw near to the Throne of 
Grace with 'an Holy boldneſs 3 but it 
HI0 C + % JW - 
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is his duty even then to preſerve-an} 


Holy awe and reverence; he mult be 
ſenſible of the hand of God whenafflid- 
ed, or elſe he is not a Man 5 but then 
he muſt bear it patiently, or elſe hes 
not a Chriſtianz he muſt be meek and 
lowly in his carriage to all, even the 
meaneſt, yet muſt keep,an high cou 
rage and noble reſolution, not to be 
turned out of the path of Duty for the 
frowns of the greateſt; he muſt love 
his Brother but hate the fin he commits; 
how many ſuch riddles are therein Re 
ligion? Now 18 1t an eafie work for 
the” Chriſtian ro drive his Charriot in 
{onarrow a path, without juſtling one 
duty againſt another; to hold a fairand 
friendly correſpondence with' all theſe 
daties, and not 1et one at variance with 
the other ? 
Foxrthly, The great oppoſition the 
Chriſtian meets with in doing the Lords 
work, makes his Jabour ſtill greater. 
Other men can. work” in their Shops 
utetly, and few or none will moleſt 


them, much leſs throw ſtbnes at them3 
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' but the Chriſtian he's hindred from all 


hands. Fin The fleſh within con- 
trouls him, Juſting againſt every good 
motion and holy ation which the Spi- 
rit of God ſtirs him up unto fo that he 
is forced to diſpute his way before he 
can come at his work 5 much ado to an- 
(wet what the fleſh objects againſt eve- 
ry duty he is to perform. Would he pray, 
then the fleſh begs time, and will be 
putting.it off for a more convenient 
ſeaſon, ſome other buſineſs it ſtarts firſt 
to be done; would he give an -Alms, 
the fleſh aſks him, whether he meaneth 
to be a beggar, and give that to others 


which himſelf may want before he 


dyes? would he reprovea inning Bro- 
ther, then why will he be a buſie body 
in other mens matters, and loſe a 
Friend in doing a thankleſs office? 
would he bear witneſs to the Name 
and Goſpel of Chriſt, then pity. thy ſelf 
is its' counſel? no duty but it either 
keeps from it, or diſturbs in it 3 (6 that 
he'needs a Sword as well as a Trowel 


ing- 
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ing. Secondly, A body of fleſh hangs 
heavy upon him3 the body was at the 
firſt, and ſhall again be art laſt in Hes 
ven a wing 3 but now, alas, 'tis a weight 
to mans Soul, and that an heavy one; 
it ſhould indeed be the Souls ſervant, 
but now the Soul is fain to tend and 
wait upon that, to provide Food to 
keep, and Phyfick to reſtore its Health 
yet when all is done, it provesno over 
meet help to the Soul; if it be ſtrong 
and healthy,then like a pamper'd Beaſt, 
it grows crank and wanton, ready to 
throw its rider, which made Saint Paul 
Arp down his body 3 yet if the Soul dif 
cipline it but a lirtle too ſeverely, then 
'eis feeble and tyred. Thirdly, The 
World, this makesno ſmall oppoſition. 
" Firfl, The things of the worldz the 
Chriſtians worldly calling is ready to 
filech the time which ſhould be ſpene 
in the Chriſtians general 5; Afertha 1s in 
the Kirching, when ſhe ſhould be in 
the Chappel; the enjoyments of the 
world, how enſnaring are they ? ſenſual 
delights, ſo ſweet Wine, that when the 
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cup isat our lips, we cannot drink lit- 
tle, and ſo heady and intoxicating that 
we cannot bear much: when troubles 
come, how hard to keep from extremes; 
making too light of them, or thinking 
them too heavy 3 we are prone either 
to-deſpiſe them, or to faint under them. 
Secondly, The men of the world, theſe 
are oft a (nare todraw the Chriltian in- 
to (in, ſometimes a-whip in the Lords 
hand to ſcourge him for his (ins, but 
always a ſore vexation to the Chriſtian 
by-their fins. Laſily, The Prince of 
the world brings up the rear ; he like a 
roaring Lion comes fell out of his Den, 
and runs full mouth at him : ſuch a bold 
and brazen faced Enemy, that he is 
not afraid or aſhamed to tempt the 
chaſteſt Soul to the fouleſt crimes: he 
that durſt tempt Chriſt himſelf to devil- 
worſhip and ſelf-murder, what will he 
not dare toattempt upon the beſt Chri- 
ſtians ? and he is as ſly as bold; an Art 
he hath of infinuating and winding in 
his head before the. Chriſtian can dil- 
cover his deſign; he hath em 
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than one to his hook and knows how to] 


fit every ones pallatz if he cannot make 
the Chriſtian wallow in the mire of 
fieſbly luſts, then he tempts to Spiri- 
tual fins: if he will not be fo prophane* 
as to live without Religion, he'll try* 
to make him an Hypocrite in Relig 
on3 if that ſucceed not, he'll try to 
blow him up into a proud conceipt of 
his Sincerity 3 if that will not do, he'll 
labour to abuſe his Humility into des: 
jection, and 'make him think worſe of 
himſelf than he'is. Laſtly, He 1s as jm- 
portunate and reſtleſs an enemy, as he 
1s bold and fly ; like Aaercellns the Ro- 
man Captain, of whom Hannibal ſaid; 
he was the oddeſt man he ever met with 
for whether he did beat, or was beaten, 


he would not be quiet : if Satan gets as 


victory, he purſues it without mercy, 
-never loſing an advantage given himz 


if he be worſted, he rallies and comes? 


on again with more rage. Thus he dogs 
the Chriſtian to the laſt breath, and 


never leaves till the Chriſtian be got” 


into Heaven it ſelf, where, he cannot® | 
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| cone at him. Now "if any can go 


through all this work, and withſtand all 
this oppoſition without labour, or with 
but a little, he hath learnt an Art, and 
got a {leight, which the reſt of his bre- 
thren never knew; and we may bid 
him, as the Emperour did Acetins, ſet 
up his ladder, and go to Heaven away 
by himſelf alone. 

Queſt. But why hath God charged bis 
peoples work with ſo much labour,travel, 
and trouble ? 

Anſw. Firſt, Therefore they have fo 
much-labour here, becauſe they ſhall 
have none at all hereafter 3 they ſhall in 
Heaven reſt from their labours, there- 
fore it is fit they ſhould have ſome on 
Earth otherwiſe, ſome Graces could 
never be exerciſed, and (o their excel> / 
lency-would not be known, and conſe- 
quently might ſeem to be Created in 


{ vain; therereſultiog from themneither 


benefit to the Saint, nor Glory to God. 
To name but one, how ſhould the ex- 


| cellegt Grace of Patience (which ſhall 


have no; occaſion for its exerciſe jn 
: Heaven) 
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Heaven) be ever ſcen, if no part wen 
given it to bring it upon the ſtage 1 
this world ? and what can diſcoyer F 
tience, but labour and trouble? we t 
never heard of Job, probably, but far 
his Patience; and I am ſure we couk 
never have heard of his Patience, | 
we had not alſo heard of his Tryah 
indeed there is a great decornms in thi 
diſpenſation, that the Chriſtian ſhoul 
have his Patience tryed in this worle 
where God himſelf hath his own Pati 
ence fo much exerciſed: that th 
ſhould endure ſome afflition from God 
where God bears with ſo much 
from them, 
Secondly, God doth this, that |} 
nn give good proof of theit 
igh eſteem of the promiſed reward; i 
was an unſpeakable, contempt which 
Adam ca(t upon his happineſs to ſell it 
for a trifle 3 how could he more C< 
rize it? God therefore reſolved, that 
ore he reſtored him, or any of his 

to their leſt happineſs, they ſhall firlt 
reſtore what he ſo vilified, to its'dus 


plac 
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in their eſtimation; and becauſe 
no more convincing Argument can be 
given of the high price we value Hea- 
ven at, than by the great labour weare 
willing to take, and trouble we are 
ready to endure forthe obtaining of it 3 
therefore he hath charged the Chriſti- 
ans work with ſo many labours and 
difficulties, that by our digeſting theſe, 
to obtain that, we may give, indeed, 2 
real proof that we prize Heaven at a 
rate Superlative to all that is here be- 
low. Thus Caleb ſhewed his high ac- 
count of Canaan, when he was not 
cooled in his deſire of it, nor quailed in 
his courage with the high Walls, and 
high Gyants upon them, which ren- 
dered the attempt difficult and hazar- 
dous 3 but crys, Let »s go wp at once and Numb," 
poſſeſs it, ſor we are able to overcome '53* 
- — ny other I 
Iſraelites are (aid to deſpiſe the la * 
and why, but nk... net) their "ay 
_- and ſafety at an higher rate than 
it 
Thirdly, That he may make his oo 
q cs 
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ples reſt in Heaven {ſweeter when they 


cometoit : "There are three joys-mens! 
tioned in $criptare, as. the greateſt this 
* world hath; the joy. of Harvelt, the 


joy of Victory, andthe joy ofa Woman! 


that hath -brought forth a Man-child 
. Now all theſe joys are uſhered in with 
great labour and travel; paſt troubley 
{well preſent joys 3 for beſides the pleas 
ſare which is ſucked from the preſent 
good enjoyed, there isa further acceſs 
lion of joy made, from the remembrance 
of paſt labours and perils happily now! 
conquered 3 the more hazardous the? 
Battel was in the Fight, the more pleas 
ſure the Conqueror hath 1n his Victo® 
ry. It would cale the damned of (ome 
of their ſorrow, could they forget the 
pollibility they once had of being hap» 
py 3 and it would deprive the Saint of 
much-of his acceſlory joy in Heaven, 
did be not remember the danger he 
; once. had of falling into that miſery, 
whichthere he needs not fear. 

I ſhall apply this Point only to twe: 


ſorts of Perſons. Firſt, T o thoſe that have: 
v4 ſlighty; 


ſi; 
thi 
he 
he 
ſo 
(x 
an 
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Fir thoughts of Religion, who 
; ek an cafe thing to- be: a Chriſtian 
$1 here, and\no hard matter to, be ſaved 
$f hereafter. Secondly, To thoſe that are 
1 ofar from beheving it thus eafie, that 
{ (through the ſuffulton. of Melancholy 
MH and Satans Art, who thickens this dark- 
$4 nels) apprehend it ſo hard a labour, as 
»# renders it next-to impoſſible 3 whereby 
tf they are diſpirited from making any 
+1 vigorous endeavours in Religion, fear- 
þ{ ing they ſhall never overcome the dif- 
4 ficulties which attend it 3: and as good 
{| they think it is to ſet ſtill, as rifing to 
4 fall deeper at laſt into- condemnation; 
* Thus, the Ship cannot fail if it hath no 
{| wind, or too ſtrong and violent a one: 
i My defire is to undeceive thoſe, and 
4 thereby to do a kindneſs tothem both: 
[7 Thoſe that thiok it ſo ecafie to be 4 
| Chriſtian, no hard matter to obtain 
f Salvation 3 I would endeavour to ſhew 
4 theſe what a deluſion they are under; 
4 and danger they run, by fancying the 
| Bridge togHeaven wider than it 15s: 
But where, may ſome ſay, dwell theſe - 
D Men 
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Men I am now directing my ſpeech 
to? I' wiſh they did not ſwarm e 
where, and made not the grea 
number in moſt of our Towns 
ins. I ſhall point at a few 
Firſt, He that conceits himſelf a C 
ſtian, and nouriſheth in him an h 
of Salvation, 'even whilſt his life 
prophane , /he, no doubt, thinks it 
eafie to be'a Chriſtians when a m 
ſhall think Chriſt will own him as his 
meerly for his Chriſtian name, and not 
reje&t him forhis Heatheniſh Practices, 
thinks that his heart is good, mou 
his life be wicked ; whereas his 1 
could 'not be wicked, if his heart was 
not ſo (for out of the abundance of 
the-heart the- mouth ſpeaketh) when 
men ſhall think they are Gods Servants, 
though they be the Devils Labourersj 
that God is their Friend,” when they 
declare themſelves every day his En& 
mies. In a word, to think they ſhall 
leap at death, & ceo in celum, out of 
Delilahs lap, into Abrahams Woſom 3 is 
not this to make it an cafe thing t& 
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be a Chriſtian, - and no hard matter 
to be ſaved? and where is any one 


| (who hath not firſt been convinced 


om ſome work of the Spirit) ſo bad, 
that "is \not yet thus Kind to himſelf? 
yea, have they not- commonly: the 
ſtrongeſt Faith, whorhave the weakeſt 
Grounds for it? they build up Sir 
with blood, and Jer»ſalem with iniqui 
ty, yet will they lean upon the Lord, 
and ſay, is not the Lord amongſt us, 
none evil can come upon us? Who 
knocks more boldly at Heaven Gate to 
be let in, than they whom. Chriſt will 
rejet as workers of iniquity 2 O what 
a deluſion is this ! Calig»/z never made 
himſelf more ridiculous, than when he 
would be honoured as a God, while he 
lived more like a Devil, Before you 
would have others take you for Chri- 
ſtians, for Gods ſake, prove your ſelves 
men, and not beaſts, as you do by your 
bruitiſh lives. Talk not of your hopes 
of Salvation, ſo long as the marks of 
Damnation are (cen upen your flagiti- 
ous lives. If the way to Heaven were 
D- 2 thus 
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thus eaſe, I promiſe you the Saints j 
all Ages have been much over-ſcen, th 
take ſo great pains in mortifying theit 
laſts, in denying to ſarisfie their ſenſual 
appetite 3 ad quid perditio bec, to what 
purpoſe did they make ſo much waſte 
of their ſweat in their zealous ſerving 
God? and of their tears, that they 
could ſerve himno better, ifthey might 
have gone to Heaven, as theſe men 
hope to do? That Fryer was far more 
ſound in his judgment, in this Point, 
who Preaching at Rowe one Lent, when 
ſome Cardinals, and many other great 
ones were preſent, began his Sermon 
thus abruptly and Ironically. Saint 
Peter was a Fool, Saint Paz! was a Fool, 
and all the Primitive Chriſtians were 
Fools; ' for they thought the way to 
Heaven was by Prayers and Tears, 
Watchings and Faſtings, ſeverities of 
Mortification, and denying the pomp 
and glory of this World. Whereas you 
here in Rove, ſpend your time in Balls: 
and Masks, live in Pomp and Pride, Luſt! 
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and Luxury, and yet count your ſelves; 
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good Chriſtians, and hope to be ſaved : 
but at laſt you will prove- the Fools, 
and' they will be found to have been 
the Wiſe men. Did ever any man ar- 
rive at London by going from it? eve- 
ry ſin is a ſtep from God, and themore 
we lin, the further we depart -from 
God. Doth not he then take a wiſe 
courſe to come at laſt to the full enjoy- 
ment of God in Heaven, whoby aleud 
wicked lite runs as far from him, as his 
legs can carry him ? . 
Secondly, They who think they are 
good Chriſtians, and fair enough for 
Heaven, though they have no more 
then a Negative Holineſs; the beſt that 
can be {aid of them, is, they are not ſo 
bad as the worlt 3 they do not take ſo 
much pains for Hell as others 3 but none 
for Heaven; they labour not ſo much 
in the Devils work 3 but work not at 
all for God: like thoſe in the Goſpel, 
they ſtand idle all the day long, and yet 
hope for a peny at night, though they 
never cntred into Chriſts Vineyard : 
they are ſo far from. labouring 18 the 
f | D 3 work 
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work of the Lord, that they will 
touch his work with one of their fo 
gers: Do not theſe think 1t very caſe 
tobe Chriſtians? as if God was bound 
to fave them, but they not bound te 
ſerve them. Is not Heaven called are 
ward? and what reward can be expet 
ed where no work is done? if ſom 
that work ſhall-be denyed all reward; 
becauſe they did not labour at it; and 
forme ſeek, that ſhall not be able to en 
tery becauſe they do not ſtrive; then 
miſerable muſt thy condition be, wha 
falleſt ſhort of thoſe, who themſelves 
fall ſhott of Heaven. | 
Thirdly, 'Formaliſts and (Jothfal Chris 
ſtiansz and how many are theſe? wha 
will-notbe Atheiſts to live without all 
Religion, but reſolve not to be Zea 
lots. They are more then key-cold, but 
ar6afraid to be too hot in their workz| 
are not idle,” but cannot be pers} 
ſwaded to be diligent; they love ſuch a} | 
temper-in Religion for their Souls, . at} 
they do a Climate for their Bodies to 
Z live ws it muſtbe a'yery terperate 
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afraid to exceed only 1n Piety and Ho- 
line(s, in which alone- there' can be no 
excels. Oh what a deluſion is this-! 
=> will chuſe another temper for 
is Religion, than God hath command- 
£d, had need provide another Heaven 
for himſelf, than God- hath prepared 3 
for that js given to the zealous Labour- 
er, not the lazie Loiterer., The violent 
are they which take this' Kingdom by 
force z a man may be ſure of Hell with 
a little pains, but Heaven will certain- 
ly be loſt without our labour and dili- 
gence : and the reaſon 1s, becauſe eve- 
ry man is born in a (tate of fin and dam- 
nation, and ſo-needs no more than to 
fit ſtill in that ſtate, to bring inevitable 
deſtruftion upon him 3 to Hell he will 
come ſoon enough, though he gallop 
not ſo faſt as others'in riot and excels. 
But, alas, we are born afar off from 
God and; Heayen 3 much labour 1s-re- 
quired to- get 'into the way that leads 
to: life Eternal 3: and when we are1n 
It; many 'a' weary ſtep to take, abun- 
of work to diſpatch 3 fins to mor- 
IIS D 4* tife, 


tifie, temptations to reſiſt, afflictions| 
endure, impaired Graces to repair 
weak to ſtrengthen, and to perſev 
in all this labour, till death it ſelf ta 
usoff This we muſt do, or elſe ( 
Saint ' Pawl ſaid of their abiding in 
Ship.) we cannot be ſaved. It 1s wi 
the Chriſtians Spiritual Life, (in 
reſpet) as with his natural 3 his 
dy hath within it ſelf, that which 1 
ſufficient to cauſe the death of it, bu 
not to maintain its life. This provi 
on is without; as a man, he will dye, 
though he make no uſe of knife or hab 
ter to diſpatch himſelf: not taki 
food, or not uſing phyfick will do't 
alone: Thus the Chriſtian hath enough 
within him to prgcure his Spiritual 
death, and conſequently his Eternal; 
but not to maintain his Spiritual life. 
oof mptnap) for this is out of him 
, bas ſufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. 3:4. 
and rek/- Srv Go gives not in att 
immediate way, but by appointed 
means, which he requireth their care 


co-make uſe of (as he did the 1/-aelitit 
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hands, to gather and bake their Manxa ) 
and ſo by blefling his means, and their 
care in uſing of it, their Spiritual life is 
preſerved and nouriſhed unto Eternal 
EE MNow.when any ſhall thus extend his 
care to the uſe of all appointed means, 
and intend the faculties of his Soul in- 
duſtriouſly (as he ought) in the uſe of 
them, and ſhall have continued ſome 
conſiderable time 1n this exerciſe ; then, 
" and not till then, will he be a compe- 
tent judge, to tell us whether it be a 
ſlighty buſineſs, to þe a Chriſtian in- 
deed or not, | 
Secondly, A few words to thoſe who 
will acknowledge the labour of Chri- 
ſtianity to be great 3 but that is it which 
is their diſcouragement, and ſcares 
them from entring into that ſervice, 
which will coſt ſo much pains, -and 
bring ſo much trouble, I ſhall leave 
ſome Conſiderations to be pondered by 
them, which,I hope, may eaſe them of 
this too _—_—_ apprehenſion of the 
Chriſtians labour. 
Fieſt, Chriſtianny, 'tis confeſt, is a 
To labour, 
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labour, but a neceſſary labour 3 itisnot, 
indeed, the part of a wiſe man, to la- 
bour, or hazard much for that he little 
needs; -yetfor ſuch things is it (God 
I that moſt men beſtow their 
greateſt toyl and travel ; to pbtain that 
which they. may have (ſpecie ant valo- 
re) and fpare this their pains alſo; as 
Cymeas told Pyrrhus, when he (aid, after 
ſuch and ſuch Kingdoms Conquered by 
him', then we will fit down and live 
a merry life. But why, quoth Cyneas, 
may we not do thatalready without all 
this trouble ? I confeſs (confidering the 
preſent frame of Carnal mens hearts) 
they are under a kind of neceſlity of 
what"they inordinately deſire. The 

Covetous man muſt have his Gold, the 

Voluptuous man his Pleaſures ; or elſe 
they cannot enjoy themſelves: bur this 
neceſlity is no other than that of a\ 
Dropfie '"man, for his unmeaſurable 
drinking 3 for was this mans diſeaſe, 
and the other mans luſts purged out, 
both their neceſſities would ceaſe alike 3 
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but Heaven is abſolutely neceſſary i 
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caſesbe more eligible to loſe our tem- 
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all, whetherthey think ſo or no. Bet- 
ter we had the Soul of a Beaſt, than 
having the Soul of a Man, not to have 
at laſt that perfetion and happineſs, for 
which this Immortal Soul was made. 
And this thou canſt not have, except 
thou wilt take the pains to walk inthe 
ways of Holineſs, which lead to it 3 
thy-Soul (poor man) is haſtning apace 
jo its laſt and eternal ſtate, which will 

either 1n Heavenor Hell: the Hap- 
pineſs of the one invaluable, the miſe- 
ry. of the -other intollerable, and bath 
interminable. If thou beſtirreſt not 
thy ſelf, and that timely, to take hold 
of Eternal Life, Hell is at thy back to 
take hold of thee. Now is there any 
room left in this caſe for deliberation, 
when de vitd ant morte aternd agitur # is 
it now time to fay, ſhall Tlabour to be 
ſaved, or (hall I not? It may in ſome 
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poral life, than. to be at pains to ſave 
it. If 'Cefer told the Marriner, in a 
ſtorm, it was neceſſary he ſhowld ſail, not 
#hat be. ſhould livez then ſurely _ 
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much more reaſon may the Chriftian 
ſay 3 yea, muſt he ſay, it is not neceſſa- 
ry 1 live here, but 'tis neceflary while 
I live, that I perform the voyage God 
hath impoſed on me3 that I launch 
forth into his ſervice, whereby I ma 
make ſure of Eternal Life, though wi 
the loſs of my Temporal. ut no 
worldly neceſfity can be ſuch, as ſhould 
controul. our care in the other. Get 
Eternal Life, and thou wilt- find again 
that life thou didſt loſe 1n getting itz 
but loſe Heaven, and in Hell thou wilt 
ſee all thoſe paltry gains loſt, to keep 
which a while, thou did(ſt loſe Heaven 
Secondly, Conſider, the greateſt las 
bour and trouble the ſervice of God 
will put thee to, is incomparably leſs, 
than the leaſt pain the finner ſhall find 
and feel in Hell, What is the trouble 
a Chriſtian is at in Mortifying a Luſt 
here, tothe torment which the enraged 
Conſcience of a Damued Soul will put 
him to there, for not Mortifying of it 
when time was? what is the ſorrow 
which the Saint feels here, whilſt he 


mourns-. 
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mourns 'for his fins in hope of pardon, 
tothe horror of a Reprobrate anguiſh 
in Hell, imbittered with deſpair : what 
is the Chriſtians loſs: to part with his 
Temporals for Chriſts ſake, to the Sin- 
ners parting with God and Heaven, 
never to ſee his bleſſed face more? ina 
word, what are the flouts and re- 
proaches which the Saint hath from a 
wicked world, to the Sinners portions 
when God, with all the Holy Angels 
and Saints, ſhall laugh at their deſtruQti- 
on. If the love of Heaven will not 
move you to ſubmit to the ſhort labour 
which attends the ſervice of God, let 
the fear of Hell do ir. 

Thirdly, Though the Chriſtians la- 
bour be hard, yet there are many things 
alleviate the of it. 

Firſt, The leneſs of the Chriſti- 
ans work to his renewed Nature ; the 
trouble: of a work is much as the mans 
mind ſtands to or againſt it. It would 
be a tedious buſineſs to an ignorant 
Ruſtick, tobe locked up in a Scholars 
Study,'and there be made to ſpend. his 
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time amongſt his Booksz but the true 
Scholar needs not be forced or wager- 
edto this-work; his delight in it;take 
away':the” labour of itz or inveni 
(faid-one) in hoc mundo requiem nil 
in angxlo cum libello; it were a great 
calamity, to a (lothful daſtardly Siri 
to be made to endure the labour and 
hardſhip of'a Souldier ; whereas a ge 
nerous Soul,” would prefer it before 
eaſe and gain at home 3 wee (it laborum 
major pars, pecunid autem, abundet quit 
t, was Achilles bys ſpeech; give me 
the labour, let who will take the-mo» 
ney. To a fenſual heart, what more 
unpleafing then Heavenly Meditati- 
ons ? yet 'what more delighted Dewid? 
To a- carnal heart, the Commandments 
of God are all hard ſayangs, becauſe, 
contrary to his un ture : but to 
a Gracious Soul, none of them are 
In loves the Law of God 
the ſame reaſon, for which the o- 

ther hates it, becanſe #t is pure; he de+ 
lights codothe Will-of God, becauſe 
he hath a law within him, which cor< 
ale reſponds 
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of a Chyiſtian, 
q s with the law without; his 
quis to it, as the eccho to 
the voicez thou ſ2idſi ſeek my face, 
thy face will I ſeek: No wonder a Croſs 
lies heavy npon his ſhoulders, that 
hath no Faith in God to ſuſtain- him 
under it 3 but a Paxl, he can #cke plea- 
fare in infirmities, in reproaches, in ne- 
ceſſities, &c. 2. Cor. 12.10. 

Secondly, The Divine aſfliſtances 
which the Chriſtian hath in his work, 
alleviates the labour of it-z conſider the 
Chriſtians work without this help, *tis 
heavy indeed, yea, too heavy for him 

- to ſtand underz but Gods helpi 
hand put to it, makes this heavy wor 
light. The Ship, which when lying 
on ground, all the Teams in the Coun- 
try could not draw off; how eaſily is 
it ſet a float when the Tide comes 1n ? 
Thus the Heart which the Chriſtian, 
by no pains and induſtry of his own, 
can raiſe out of its dullneſs and indiſ- 
poſition to Duty ? * Oh how ſoon is it 
elevated and inſpirited, when God 

Hows in with his ſecret a——_— 
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and Exuſcitations of his Blelled:Spirit 
and Grace! he who confeſſed that he 


could. do nothing of himſelf, not ſ@ 1 


much as.think a good thought, tells ug 


alſo, heis able to do all things through 


Chriſt who ſtrengthneth him : now thig 
help from the Loxd is promiſed; butit 
comes not till the Chriſtians hand i 
put to the work; let him be up and doy 
ing,.and then God will not fail to be 
with him. *T1s cheap travelling (we 
ſay) for a Child in his Fathers comps 
ny: to beſure God will pay the chargs 
the Chriſtian is at in his whole jour- 
ney to/ Heavens it is eafie working 
while God holds our hand, yea, puts 
ſtrength 1nto it. Art thou to pray his 
Spirit will lift with thee, for ſo that 
evrerrnaeubery, (ignifies, art thou tempt» 
ed 2 whilſt thou art fighting in the Val- 
ley below, Chriſts hands are lift up in 
Heaven above for thy Viftory. I 
have prayed that thy Faith ſail not; yea 
he doth not only pray above for thee, 
but will be in the F (eld with thee, and 


in thee, by the ſecret ſuccours of his} 
Spirits, 
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| Spixit. My Grace 1 ſu ficient for — 
| which is not meant of Grace Inherent 


in us 4-that indeed 1s unſufficient of it 
ſelf; but the auxiliary Grace, which he 
ſends jn to- afliſt and excite that in a 
time of need. 

Thirdly, Though Chriſtianity be a 
labour, and many troubles and perils at- 
tend ir, yet "tis not alike to all: every 
Chriſtian hath not Hemrans Faith, Jobs 
Patience, or. Paxls Courage; neither 
ſhall all have Hemars Diſertions, Jobs 
Loſſes, nor Paxls Perſecutions; the 
ſtouteſt Souldiers are put upon the hot- 
teſt ſervice; the heavieſt burden upon 
the ſtrongeſt back : he knows every 
Saints ability, and ſo he rates them 3 he 
will not ſuffer any to be tempted above 
that they are able, When the 1ſraclites 
came firſt out of Egypt, he knew they 
were raw Souldiers, and therefore led 
them about, that they might not og 
to fight, before he had hardned, 
heartned them more to bear Ange a 
work. While Chriſt was upon Earth, 


his 
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his weak Diſciples, and the fury of thi 
. wicked world: but when he went 
Heaven, then he ventured them it 
the ſtorm, but careful firſt tore-infor 
them with power from above, bekc 
he let them take the Field, 4s 1:4 
Being afſembled' together with them, c 
manded them that they ſhould not depati 
from Jeruſalem, but weit for the pre 
miſe of the Father. 

Foxrthly, The merciful indulgent 
which the Lord gives them as to theit 
failings: bard work, indeed, God calk 
them to, but the harder thework is, the 
more his pity 1s expreſſed rowarc 
themz in pardoning thoſe invincible 
wfirmities, which notwithſtanding thei 
faithful endeavour, will 'be found i 
their -doing it. It was hard | for the 
Apoi#les to keep their eyes wakeful'in 
the dead of the night; Chriſt conf} 
dereth this, and Apologizethfor them, 
e&ven while he chides them 3 the gpirtl 
is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. It's 
bard when Afllictions are ſtrong, add 
long, not to.fall into ſome dere 
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cies of ſpeech and behaviour : we have 
heard of Jobs Impatience, as well 'as Pa> 
tience, yet the Lord was graciouſly . 
pleaſed to to rake his part againſt his 
dceeuling Frietidsz ye have not ſpoken of 
me the thine that is right, as my ſervant 
Job hath, Job 42; 7. It is hard to at 
Faith, when ſenſe and reaſon are non- 
pluſt 3- the Lord therefore is pleaſed to 
overlook the weaknefſes of his Chil- 
drens faith, which in ſuch deep plunges 
they bewray , ſo they ſtrive agaitiſt 
ther, and be humbled for them ## 
magnir tentaſſe aliquid, non paroum , 10 
great and difficult enterprizes, an eflay 
and endeavour is not little : Pefer ſhew- 
ed great Faith in venturing to go up- 
on the Sea, but diſcovered infirmity 
when he began to ſink 3; therefore Chriſt 
pitieth and ſuccoureth his weakneſs: 
Davids (trait was tt} 4 matmer as great 
at Land, as Peters was at Sea. When 
at Geth amongſt his Enemies, whoſe 
Champion he had flainz much fear and 
unbelicf he borrowed in this his ſtrait, 


yer ſme ſecret aftings of Faith were 
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neſs, in not doing what thou canſt, and: 
God will not rejett thee for thy weak-” 


” _. 
mingled with theſe his fears, as appears 
ed by the Prayer he then lift up tg 
Gods and even this m_—_ attended 
with ſo many diſtruſtfy fears, found 
m_—_—_— with God 3 which madethe 
good man bring this forth as an eq» 
couragement for others; _—_— mas 
cryed, and the Lord heard him, and 
ſaved him out of «ll his Troubles, Pſalm 
34+ 6. A poor man, indeed, he was a 
this time, not only in his outward ſtatey 
but his inward; poor and low in the 
attings of his Faith. O what encou- 
ragement is here to come into the ſer- 
vice of God; hard work thou mayſt' 
meet with,* but not an hard Maſtery 


do but thou thy beſt, and God will for« 


give thy worlt. : Beware of wicked-" 


nels ; Like as 4 Father pitieth bis Chil- 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him, Pſalm 103, 13. 


I come now to the Second Part of 


the Text, which greſents us with the” 
a reward; 


* reward that atrends the Chriſtians 1a- 
Y bours it is not in vain in the Lords 
they ſhall not be'put off with their la- 
bour for their pains :-no, there is a re- 
ward laid up in Heaven, ' which will 
abundantly compenſate all che pain and 
pains they were put to on Earth; but 
we muſt not underſtand this, as if the 
Chriſtian received no gain or advan- 
tage, in this life, from the ſervice of 
God, while he is labouring in it : God- 
lineſs hath the promiſe of this life, as well 
J ar the other. There are promiſes of 
7 which payment is made here; and 
# though theſe be inferiour to what the 
1 Chriſtian ſhall receive hereafter; yet 
1 be they fo pretious, as prove Religion 
4 even in this life, no hoſpes aſpmboler. 
{ No gueſt that lodgeth on free coſt, bur 
ſuch as pays well, and that in preſent 
Coin for its entertainment. - It affords 
Bread to the eater, as well as Seed to 
the ſower ; there is fruit unto Holineſs, 
which the Chriſtian may now feed on 
to his comfort, as well as an hope of 
Eternal life to be received at the end 
| .E 3 on” ; 
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of rhis. The very vales which the Chrb 
ſtian bath given him, while at his work, 
afford him enough for his preſent ex 
pence, to majntain, him in a port bes 
caming his high hopes for afterwardy 
Firſt, His conicionable labour in the 
Lords work, will gain him more abilis 
ty,-and holy skill to do his work (till 
betterz by exerciſing of himſelf daily 
unta Godlineſs, he becomes mare reas 
dy and prepared for every good work 
by daily combating with his carrups 
tions, and refiſting temptations, he learns 
more eaſily to avercome hjs Enemy. 
And if wm worldly trades this be ac- 
counted a ſufficient reward'ta an Ap= 
prentice, for ſerving out his time; / ta 
learn the myſtery of his Calling; Oh 
what a reward is it, by the daily pras 
dice of Godlinefs, to learn more Fally 
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the Myſtery of it > This I am ſure holy} 


David (et down for great gains, 
remembred thy name, O Lord, in the 


wight, and have kept thy Law: this F had 


becauſe I kept thy Precepts, Plal. 119.35; 
And again, 7 widerſtand more thaw th 
Apcients, 
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Ancients, becauſe I kept thy Precepts, 
yer. 100. He did not grudge his own 

ins, nor envy others eaſe, ſo long as 
minke get more Heavenly Wiſdom 
by it. © 'Secondly, The Chriſtians con- 
{cionable labour, interefleth him in the 
ſpecial Providence of God for him: 
while he is at work for God, God will 
take care of himz and what can he 
want, that hath God for his Provider? 
what, or whom need he fear, that hath 
God for his ProteQtor? For though all 
the Saints have a right in Promiſes, yet 


none have a pleaſant aptitude to apply - 


the comfort of any one Promiſe, while 
they are idle hd negligent 3 no, this 
is the portion of the laborious Chriſtt- 
an, that walks in the actual exerciſe of 
his Grace : No good thing ſhall he want 
that walks upriehtly. When God en- 


- gageth to Abrebem his Almightinels, it 


is to him, as walking before him, not as 
fitting in the chair of ſloth. Thirdly, 
The Chriſtians labour is rewarded here 
with inward peace of Conſcience, and 
ſerenity of Mind. Great peace have they 
ah E 4 that 


W—_ 


that keep thy Law, and nothing ſball of- 
fend them, Plalm 119. 166. Peace be on 
them that walk by this rule, as on the 
Iſracl of God, Gal. 6. Theſe are they, 
in whoſe boſoms this Bird of Paradiſe 
fings her ſweet Notey, and her. (weet- 
eſt in fouleſt weather z when ſickneh 
comes,and death approacheth. Now he 
that hath the teſtimony of his Conſe 
ence, for having been a faithful La 
bourer in the Lords work, will be able 
to make a comfortable refletion upon 
his paſt life: For mens expeRations of 
what is coming to them at death, de> 
ps upon what their paſt lives have 

cen. Life is the time of ſawing, and 
death of reaping 3 as they have ſown, 
ſo only can they expet to reap. Life 
a time for ms. and death for re- 
ceiving the reward, ſutable to the 
work.. Hence it is, when death is ap- 
proaching, Conſcience (if not ſeared, 
and paſt all feeling) is then carried back 
to review what the man hath been do- 
ing, for whom he hath been labquringz. 


and therefore mult needs bring inheavy 
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tidings to the (inner of his approaching 
miſery 3 then it rips up all the ſtitches 
of that falſe peace, which the ungodly 
wretch had been bolſtred up with, and 
tells him, that now the Righteous Judge 
is at hand, to pay him the diſmal waggy 
due to him, for all the wicked works 
he hath done, which makes the thoughts 
of death a terror to him. But the 
Sincere Chriſtian, who hath laboured 
faithfully in the Lords wgrk 3 he then 
hath a pleaſant Proſpet to behold, 
when he looks back upon his conſcio- 
nable- walking, and can thence make / 
his humble appeal to God, and defire 
him to remember how he hath walked 
before him in Truth, and with a Per- 
fe# Heart. Oh what joy is this to 
his poor heart, that his Conſcience 
bears him witneſs, he hath endeavoured 
to walk before God, with godly fimpli- 
city,” and not in guile? and can caſt 


himſelf. upon the Mercy of God in 


Chriſt, and breathe out his Soul with a ' © 


joyful. expeCtation, of being received 
into-the Kingdom of Glory. 
| This 
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' This premiſed, I addreſs my felf to 
ſpeak of the Chriſtians reward in the 
other world, this being principally (if 
not ſolely) in the Text; where it is 
ſer forth two ways. Firſt, By its cer- 
tainty, For as much as yo know. ' Sts 
condly, By its tranſcendency, Towr las 
bour is not in vain in: the Lord. In 
which words, you may remember, [ 
told you there is more intended, than 
expreſt. | 

Firs, of the Poſt The certainty of 
the Saints reward intimated-by this 


Phraſe, 'ze know: - that is, ye knowit 


for a: certain indubitable truthz ye 
make no doubt of this : thus isthe Saints 
future Happineſs ſpoke of, with the 

ateſt- affurance and certainty 3 We 
| Os that if our earthly houſe of his Taber» 
nacle were diſſolved, we have « building of 
God,an houſe not made with hands, Eternal 


in the Heavens, 1 Cor.3.1. We knowthet. 


when he (hall appear, we fhall be like him. 
The Saints know this ſo well, that they 
dare. venture the: loſs of all they. are 
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worth here, for thereward they expedt 
there: © 


. your goods, knowing in your ſelves, that 
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for, the evidence of things not ſeem. Heby. 


neſs of Providence in this world, 
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there: Te took joyfully the ſpoiling. of 


ye have in Heaven a more enduring ſub- 
Hance, Heb.10.34. yea, they have re- 
fuſed their temporal life, whenottered 
to the prejudice of their eternal, Heb. 
11. 35. Not accepting Deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better ReſurreFion. 
If any ſhould ask, how do they know 
ſo- aſliiredly there is this reward? 1 
would ask fuch, how-they know-the 
Sun to be, when they fee it- ſhine? if 
they fay, by ſeeing of itz they may 
know, that the Saint ſees an Heaven, 
as certainly, by aneye of Faith, asthey 
can do- the Sun, by an eye of Senſe; 
Faith is the ſubſtance of things boped 
The very light of nature, whereby the *** © 
Heathens knew a God, did let with it 
mto their minds, ſome knowledge of 
another world, and of a double ſtate 
therein; of happineſs to the good, and 

to the wicked ; being not able, 
otherwiſe, to reconcile the uneven- 
with 
the 
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the righteous nature of God: but alas, 
what was this leſſer light which God 
left in man to rule him, in the night of 
Heatheniſh darkneſs, to the certainty 
of the Saints knowledge, which comes 
in by the light of Faith ? frſ?,the Chri- 
ſtians Faith 1s grounded on the teſtimo- 


ny of God himſelf, in his word. Hu-* 


mane Faith is, indeed the weakeſt, and 
moſt uncertain kind of knowledge; 


becauſe mans teſtimony, on which it 
relys, is'fo falliblez but Divine Faith 


the moſt certain, becauſe the teſtimony” 


of God, on which '\its weight bears, is 
infallible : One, who cannot Qleceive, be» 
cauſche is truth it ſelf; nor be deceived, 
becauſe he is wiſdom it ſelf : So that, 
though Faith be not Reaſon, yet to be 
heve what God ſaith istrue, there is the 
higheſt reaſon. 21y, Asthe teſtimony on 
which the Saints Faith relies, is the infal- 
hble Word of God; ſo his very Faith 
which relies on this. Word of God, isno 
other than the work of God; the fame 


Spirit, who is the Author of that, is the 
| efficient of thiszfor theChriſhan believes © 
- not. 4 
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not from the power of his own will, but 

the power of God, mightily working his 
heart up to this ſupernatural at. Hence 
we are ſaid to be: ſaved through Faith, 
and that not of our ſelves, it is the gift of 
God, Epheſ. 2.8. Andthis Faith is call- 
ed 4 Faith of thMoperation of God, 
Colof: 2.12, 'tis wrought in us, not by 
us. Not only the light of truth which 
the Chriſtian ſees 1s Divine, but the 
eye of Faith by which he ſees, this light 
is Divine alſo; how certain muſt that 
knowledge be, which in the light of / 
Gods Spirit, beholds the light of Gods 
Fruth ? now from this Word of God; 
the Chriſtian is aſſured of this reward 
many __ Firſt, He is aſſured of 
it, by Jeſus Chriſt, who, himſelf, came 
from Heaven, and makes report there- _ 
of; Inmy Fathers houſe are many Man- 
ſont, if it were not ſo, I would have told 
go, John 14. 2. As if he had ſaid, you 
may belief me, for I ſpeak it, that can- 
not lyes5: and who loves you too well 
to put a cheat upon you. That there 
are ſuch Countrics as Frence and ne 


land, you do not doubr, though you | 
never ſaw- them, becauſe ſome chit 
have, aſſure you it is true : and ſhall 
the- Saint be blamed for relying on 
 Chriſts own fairhful Word ? who cometh 
oe Heaven, . it above all, and whit h 
hath ſeen and heaMl, thet he teſtifyeth, 
ohbn3. 32. Secondly, The Chriftic 
nows it, by the purchaſe Chriſt hath 
made of Heaveh for Believers. Mat 
fio had ſhut Heaven door againſt him 
and opened Death and Hells door upa 
him: now before God would (or it 
deed could) ſer open again this door 
life to poor finners, it was neceſl; 
that his Glory ſhould firſt be ſecured} 
which to do, this adinirable expedient 
the” Divine Wiſdom contrived, that 
Chriſt ſhould dye for firmers, by which, 
botli Death, the puniſhment of maiy 
fin; might be aboliſhed 3 and life, and 
immortality, which man had loſt, might 
be-reſtored, and brought to light again; 
2 Tim. 1. 10. Henceitisfaid. It becatts 
hin, for whow are all things, and bf 
 whow'ave alt things, in bringing 
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Sons wnto Glory, to make the Captain of 
their Salvation perfet through ſuſſerings, 
Heb. 2.10. Mark that, i# became him 3 
bers, there was a condecency for God 
thus to do. God never doth any thing 
that doth not become him 3 in all his 
works he aQts like himſelf z every work 
declaring his Glory, but not all alike. 
Now God in the Redemption of the 
world, intending to make the greateſt 
manifeſtation of his Glory;that ever he 
did: It became him to pitch on fach a 
means, as was futable to ſach an ends 
and this of bringing his People to Glo- 
ry, by the abaſement-of his own Soy, 
to an ignominious and curſed death, 
was the expedient he refolved upon, as 
every way condecent to this deſign 5 
and indeed, never did all the Divme 
Attributes appear in all thei? Glory, 
ſo.as they do here. According there- 
fore to 'this Eternal Council of Gods 
Will and Love, in the fullneſs of time, 
the Son of God was cloathed with our 
Fleſb, laid down his life, took it up 


OO ——— 


again; and further, to ſhew he hadgot 
a 


64 The LabourandReward 


a full triumph over death, and —_ 
pened Heaven gates for Believers. He 
opened the Graves of many of the dead 
Saints, and raiſed them to life ,” as 4 
pledge, that he would do the ſame, i in 
due time, for the reſt. So that now to 


doubt, whether there be an Eternal 
life for the Saints. after death, is a] 


make the whole Goſpel a fiction. Thi 

They know it by the attual poſſeſliog: 
- which Chriſt hath already taken of 
Heavea for them. A Child thinks himy 
ſelf (ure of an Eſtate, when his Father: 
not only purchaſeth it, but alſo takethip: 
up for him. Thus did Chriſt aſcend 
to Heaven, not only to fit down on his 
own Throne, but to take and keep pol»: 
ſeſhon of Heaven, for the behoof and 
benefit of Believers. © Hence they are 
ſaid, to fit together in Heavenly places in! 
. Chriſt Jeſus 3 that is, im. him as theit 
head, which is a certain pledge to them: 
they ſhall one day fit with him there, ip 
their own perſons : Becauſe T live (faith; 
Chrift( ye ſhall live alſo. Indeed he lives: 


there to make Interceſhtion for them,and* 
will 
"M7 | 


GaGa we = A ac cow rw ww 49 2h 


pr | -of A tit > <Tg Po 
PX : 'Y [ - w< *, 


= 0 PR 


| 6s : 


will never leave praying, till he hath 
prayed them up unto himſelf. 1 may ſay 
to Believers, as once Naomito Ruth, (it till 
far the man will not ceaſe, till be, hath -f- 
iſhed the thing: Chriſt will not ceaſe his 
Mediatory work,till he hath finiſhed his 
peoples happineſs,and got his betrothed 
Spouſe home to him, 1n his Fathers houſe. 
4ly;He knows the certainty of this happy 
eſtate, by the many expreſs. Promiles 
made to Believers of it. I cannot num- 
der them. they are ſo many, neither 
need I name them; there being no 
Child of God fo little (I hope) ar- 
quainted, with his Saviours Will and 
Teſtament, as not to be able to turn 
on a ſudden to many places, where 
this Inheritance is ſetled on them. The 
greateſt Heir that lives, is the Saint. 
He1s heir to both Worlds, having Fro- 


miſe of the liſe thut now is, and of that 
which is to come: But the grand pro- * 


miſe of all is, that which gives him ti- 


tle to his Heavenly Inheritance. In one Med. 6. 


place they are called Heirs of Promiſe, 
in another, Heirs of Salvation; —_— 
| F this 
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this is the Crowning. Promiſe. Heayy 
itis called their Hope, till this comes; 
'hath not his Portion; all he hath he 
is the leaſt of what is promiſed. | 
when Heaven comes, then all is paid 
the Bond then 1s delivered in, Fait 
and Hopes work 1s done. - The Chn 
ſtian, who on Earth, believes and a 
pets Promiſes, ſhall in Heaven inhen 
Promiſes; there Faith ſhall be tu 
into Viſion, and Hope ſwallowed up 
Fruition, Now though nothing cag 
make Heaven more ſuretothe Believe, 
than Gods Promiſe, no not the Oathe 
God it ſelf,” becauſe it is as impoſhble 
for God to lye without an Oath, s 
with-itz for being be can ſwear by " 
greater, he ſweareth only by Gab 
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and ſothe (trength even'of his Oa 

lyethin his Veracity, which is enga 

1a his Promiſe, as well as Oath : yethe 
is graciouſly pleaſed, ex abundanth 
conſulting therein with our frailty, to 
{uperadd all thoſe things to his Promiſe 
. by- wbich men in contratts, amongſt 
themſelves, doconceive a further cons 
firmation: 
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; be firmition and ſecurity to to'be 
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for performance of their Promiſes one 


.to another 3 as witneſles,Seal, Oath,and 


Earneſt; that having theſe Securities, 
which are wont to ſatisfie us in Humane 
Promiſes, the fin of diſtryſting Gods 
performance of his, might appear the 
more unreaſonable in us, and injuri- 
ous to him : as, indeed, it is beyond 
all expreſſion, when thoſe Securities' 
will not aſſure our hearts, concernjng 
the performance of Gods Promiſes,than 
which we cannot exact more from 
thoſe men that are moſt unreſponſable or 
deceitful. 

Secondly, The Saints reward is de- 
ſcribed by its Tranſcendency 3 your Ha- 
bour is not in vain in the Lord. Inthe 
explication of which Phraſe, I ſhewed, 
that there is more implyed, than is ex- 
preſt. That the Chriſtians labeur ſhall 
be highly, unſpeakably rewarded ; the 
place where the reward is laid up, 
proves the tranſcendency of it, and that 
1s Heaven, Heb. 10. 34- Teheve in Hea- 
ven 4 better, and an enduring ſubſtante x 
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and Heaven is a-place ſo excellent, a 
renders it uncapable of an hyperbolez 
not ſo far above our heads, - as it is as 
bove ous thoughts : 7t hath not entred 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
Fim.- One may as eaſily draw in all the 
Air of the world at a breath, as expreſs, 
or conceive, how great and glorious 
the,Saiats reward in Heaven is. As it 
Is, preminm reconditum pro nobis;' (0 it 
is, «bſconditum 4 nobis, as it is laid up 
for- Believers, ſo-it is hid from them... 
We are now the Son: yh God, but we know 
not what we ſhall be. The Apoſtle com- 
ny our - apprehenſions of Heaven 
ere, to the low apprehenfions, which 
little children have of . mens affairs, 
I Cor, 13.11, which you know is very 
low. That Saint which knew leaſt of 
Heaven, while on Earth, did the firſt 
moment he entred into that Glorious 
place, underſtand more of it, than all 
the Doctors of the Church ever did, or 
could, whilſt on Earth : The Scripture 
therefore preſents it to us, as an oo | 
| of - 
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of our admiration, not comprehenſion. 
f 0 how great things hath God laid np for 
J them that fear him 2 Pſalm 31, When 
#1 Saint Pax! had ſet forth the Saints Hap- 
| pineſs, in that Golden chain of Salva- 


tion, whove | he predeſlinated, them he 
called, whom he called, them be alſo juſti-- 


fied; and whom he juſtified, them he 
1 alſo glorified; breaks forth like a man 
4 in an Extalie, What ſhall we ſay totheſo 


things ? expreſſing thereby his inabili- 


| ty, to expreſs the greatneſs and glory 
4 of them. Yet ſo much the Saints know 
1 of this bleſſed ſtate that waits for them, 


a will not ſuffer them ro admire'any 
thing they ſee here below, any more, 
than he would the light of a Glow- 
worm, who' hath ſeen the Sun. I ſhall 
content my ſelf at this time, in ſetting 
forth the Tranſcendency of that Hap» 
pineſs the Saints ſhall receive as their 
reward in Heaven, after their labour 
is finiſhed. on Earth. To conſider, 
Firſt, The Properties of that Bleſſed 
ſtate, to which they (hall be advanced 


| in Heaven. Secondly, To comparethe 
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Saints work and labour on Earth, with: 
this their reward \in Heaven. Firſt of 
the frft, The Propertics of that Blefled. 
ſtate with which. their labour (ball be 
rewarded in Heaven. 

Firſs, It is a ſtate purely Spiritual. 
The Saints ſtate en earth, is partly Spt- 
ritual, .and partly. Animal. He ceaſeth 
hot 10 be a Mortal Creature, when he 
becomes a new Creature : his life 18 
Spiritual as a Saint, but Animal as a 
mortal Man :. and fo his comforts and. 
refreſhings, are Animal, as well as Spt- 
ritual. He eats, he drinks, -he {leeps; 
and all theſe atts of Nature have a plea- 
ſute, and {weetneſs proper to their 
kind, which is too low for that glori- 
fyed ſtate, to which they ſhall there be 
exalted ; they ſhall _ neither meat, 
nor drink, where there is no hunger, 
nor thirſt « no time there loſt in ſleep, 
where the Body ſhall never be weary, 
nor drowfſie, but be as wakeful as the 
Soul: no need of cloaths, where there 
ſhall be no ſhame, where- the body it 
felf; ſhall out-ſhine the Sun in its noon»: 
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| them and have them? to have found 
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to be without theſe, than to need 


legs, then to be lame, and have 

crutches? who had not rather have 

been with Agoſes, beholding the face ot 

God in the Mount (though all "that 

time without food) than Feaſting with 

the Iſraelites at the bottom of the Hill ? 

ſurely Spiritual Pleaſures are more no+ 

ble and ſweet, than bodily 3 or elſe 

we might ſay, that Senſual men have 

more joy and pleaſure in their life, «+ 

than God hath in his. . 
Secondly,.It is an accumulative ſtate, 

wherein there 1s an. aggregation, and 

concentration,of all thoſe things, which 

are requilite to make their happineſs 

compleatz it is not ' Eſans 27 but. Ja- 

cobs 73 not having much, but having 

all will make man happy. Are here all 

thy Children? ſaid Sammel unto Jeſſe, 

and would not fit down to. the Feaſt, , gn. 

till David, the only one wanting was 26.11. 

come. Thus. mans Soul cantot fie 

down to its Feaſt, and be ſatisfyed, till 
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it hath all that _ to its Perfettion; 
any one Ingredient, 
keeps it in motion, looking and long- 


ing for itz and that is inconſiſtent with 
compleat happineſs, which conſiſts in 


reſt arifing from ſatisfaction. 


Now 1n 


Heaven, there is a confluence of all, 
that 'the Saint, even then, when his 
faculties will be ſtretched out and en- 
larged to their utmoſt capacity, can 
poſlibly deſire3 He that overcometh ſhall 


inherit all things, and I will be his God. 
The glorifyed Saint hath above him, 
the beatifying Viſion of God himſelf, 
and Jeſus Chriſt,the purchaſer of all his! 
Felicity, whom he fo loved on Earth, 
and longed toſce; Within him he ſhall 
behold his own Soul; made perfe&t in 


all its noble Powers, ſatisfyed with the 
Image of God, as full of Holineſs as it 
can hold. Upon him he (hall ſee that 
body, which was once fo vile and cor- 
ruptible, made Immortal, Spiritual,and 
Glorious, even like*the Glorious body 
of Chriſt, the exemplar cauſe, after 


which it is faſhioned : about him he 
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' ſhall ſee an innamierable company of 


Holy Angels, and glorifyed Saints, his 
Brethrenz not one of them envying his 
happineſs, but all congratulating him for 
it, and rejoycing in it. Beneath him, 


he ſhall ſee the Infernal Pit of Hell; 


wherein ſo many millions of loſt ſouls are 
to ſpend a miſerableEternity in unſpeak- 
able torment 3 which muſt needs fill him 
with ineffable joy to think, how near 
once, he himſelt was falling into it 3 but 
was happily prevented by the arms of 
free Grace, ſeaſonably interpoſing and 
atching him. In a word, he ſhall have 
joy without ſorrow, health without 
languour, reſt without labour, and life 
without-end. 

Thirdly, It is an entire ſtate. There 
is not only all Ingredients of Happineſs 
in Heaven, but the Saint enjoyeth all 
together : here on Earth, the Chriſtian 
hath many pretious Promiſes, | ſweet 
Refreſhings and Comforts 3 but he takes 
in the {ſweetneſs of them ſucceſſively, 
not all in one draught. Indeed, the 
largeſt Heart, of the Holyeſt Saiat on 
6 Earth, 
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Earth, is an houſe of too little receipt 


'and roomth, to entertain ſo. many 
Gueſts rogether. No, now the Chriſti- 
an entertains himſelf, firſt in the com- 

pany of' one, then of another Promiſe. 

od comes in a little at this, and more 
at the next Sermon he hears. He 1s asa 
leaky veſlel under a runing cock,filling, 
but never full : But in Heaven, the Saint 
1s filled; arid that all at once 5 as a veſ- 
ſe] thrown into the Sea, full as ſoon as 

. it-is in. This the Apoſtles expreſſion 
leems to import, that mortality might be 

ſwallowed np of life, 2 Cor. 5. 4. ina 
word, the Chriſtian here is like ſome 

eat man, that hath a vaſt eſtate, but 
e neither ſeeth all his Land, nor re- 
ceives all his Rents together 3 but in 


Heaven, his whole felicity 1s preſent. 


not - one imaginary point of time, 
wherein he can be more, or ſhall be leſs 
happy to all Eteraity, 

Fowrthly, It is a conſiſtent and fixed 
ſtate, free from all changes and viciſh- 
tudes, which in this life he is ſubject 
to'; here, alas, the Chriſtian is ſome- 


times -/ 
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times well, and imes lick 3 now 
in Proſperity, th Adverſity 3 Rich. 
and Poor inthe ſame day - In moments 
vertitur mare © ubi luſerunt navigia 
ſorbentur. ln a momenta ſtozm ariſing, 
where the Ship even now danced, it is 
wrackt. He is like one that Travels in 
an April day, whoſe Cloak is wet with 
the Rain, and dryed again by the Sun, 
and then wet again: neither do theſe 
changes only befal the Saints outward 
ſtate, but his inwardalſo, both in point 
of Grace and Comfort. Now his Heart 
is up aud lively in the performance of 
a duty 5-anon fo dead and down, ,as-if 


he were not the ſame: man. Now the. 


Chriſtians Coat is on, ready to attend 
and follow his Maſter; anon it is off, 
and he on his bed of ſloth. So in point 
of Comfort 3 one while the Spouſe hath 
her Belovedin her arms, and is raviſhed 
with his company 3 another while, ſhe is 
ſetting up her, $8; quis, andenquiring if 
any can tell her tydings of him 3. hore 
longe;, brevis mora : The Chriſtian wants 
long for the Comforter, and when he 

comes, 
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Eartb, is an houſe of too little receipt 


'and roomth, - to entertain ſo. many 
Gueſts together. No, now the Chriſti- 
an entertains himſelf, firſt in the com- 
pany of one, then of another Promiſe. 
od comes in a little at this, and more 
at the next Sermon he hears. He 1s asa 
leaky veſſel under a runing cock,filling, 
but never full : But in Heaven, the Saint 
1s filled, and that all at once 3 as a vel- 
fe] thrown into the Sea, full as ſoon as 
. it-is in. This the Apoſtles expreſſion 
leems to import, that mortality might be 
ſwallowed up of life, 2 Cor. 5.4. ina 
word, the Chriſtian here is like ſome 
t man, that hath a vaſt eſtate, but 
e neither ſ(eeth all his Land, nor re+ 
ceives all his Rents together 3 but 1n 
Heaven, his whole felicity 1s preſent 3. 
not - one imaginary point of time, 
wherein he can be more, Or ſhall be leſs 
happy to all Eternity, | 
Fowrthly, It is a conſiſtent and fixed 
ſtate, free from all changes and viciſh- 
tudes, which in this life he is ſubjet 
to';: here, alas, the Chriſtian is ſome- 
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times well, and imes lick 3 now 
ia Proſperity, th Adverlity z.Rich. 
and Poor inthe ſame day - In moments 
vertitur mare © ubi luſerunt navigia 
ſorbentur. ln a moment,a (toxm ariſing, 
where-the Ship even now danced, it is 
wrackt. He is like one that Travels in 
an April day, whoſe Cloak is wet with 
the Rain, and dryed again by the Sun, 
and then wet again: neither do theſe 
changes only befal-the Saints outward 
ſtate, but his inwardalſo, both in point 
of Grace and Comfort. Now his Heart 
is up aud lively in the performance of 
a duty 5-anon fo dead and down, ,as.if 
he were not the (ame: man. Now the. 
Chriſtians Coat is on, ready to attend 
and follow his Maſter; anon it is off, 
and he on his bed of floth. So in point 
of Comfort 3 one while the Spoule hath 
her Belovedin her arms, and is raviſhed 
with his company 3 another while, ſhe is 
ſetting up her, $8; quis, andenquiring if 
any can tell her tydings of him 3. hore 
longs, brevis more : The Chriſtian wants 
long for the Comforter, and when he 

comes, 
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. comes, he doth oefſpo) in, and then 
withdraws again : {&that the joy which 
he hath at preſent, is much interrup- 


= of any great Aflidtion, interpoſing, 


ted from the fear of loſing it 3 for, ze- 
awo fruitur ſolicito bono 5; how much there 
is of fear, ſo little is then of enjoy- 


mentin what we have. Indeed, what. 


ever the Saints refreſhings are here, 
'ris but like a Travellers entertainment 


in an Inn; + the thoughts that he muſt 


to Horſe again in the morning, doth 


; leflen the pleaſure he takes in it. - But 


in Heaven, the journey is at an end, 
the Saintis at home 3 his labour is gone, 


- and his reſt is come3 he is in a King- 


dom that cannot be moved. 

Fiſthly, Ttis an Eternal ſtate, this is 
more than the former; the property 
that crowns all. the reſt, There are 
ſome in this life (and thoſe none of the 
beſt) who meet with no changes, and 
that fora longtime 3 who enjoy a con- 
tinued Summers day 3 their Sun of Pro- 
ſperity goes not in and out, 'but ſhines 
with a.cooſtant beam 3 no black cloud 
to 
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hide their joy from them : but at laſt, 

death 'chops in upon them, and ſpoils 
all' their mirthz in a moment they go 
down to the pit, and with them all their - 
thoughts periſh. - What joy remains 
to him- that is in miſery, to remember 
the-years of pleaſure he hath had? A 
paſt felicity, 1s a preſent miſery ; and 
to remember the pleaſure we had, 
doubles the ſorrow we have. This 
made Saint Bernard interpret that place 
of the Paliff with long life- will T 
ſatisfie him of Heaven; becauſe he 
thought nothing was long that had an 
end. This, indeed, is the Emphaſis of 
Heavens joy 3 thoſe Bleſſed Souls ſhall 
never fin, never weep more; they ſhall 
not only be with the Lord, but ever 
with the Lord. This is the accent 
which. 1s ſet on the Elogies, -given to 
Heaven, in Scripture. 'Tis an Inheri- 
tance, and that an incorruptible one, 
that fadeth not away : It is a Crown of 
Glory, and that a weighty one 3 yea, , 
an, exceeding great and eternal weight 
of Glory. ' When once it is oh the 
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Saints head, it can'nevet fall, or be 
ſnatched off; it is a Feaſt, but fuch an 
one, thathath a ſitting down to it,” but 
noriling up from it. | 
The ſecond way | propounded for ſet- 
ing forth the Saints reward, was, to 
compare the Saints work and labour 
with the reward. For though the're- 
ward be great, yet if the labour bear 
any conſiderable” proportion 'to it, {0 
much' of its greatneſs is taken away; 
But the Chriſtians labour here bears no 
proportion at all, with his reward here- 
after; and therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, 
It i; not worthy to be compared with'the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed. His labour 
is finite, but his reward infinite; and 
there 1s no proportion between finite, 
and infinite, There 1s but little pros 
portion, you will ſay, betwixt a d 
of water, and the Sea; yet there is 
ſome, becauſe though valtly greater, 


yet notinfinitely greater : but betwixt 


- theſe finite, and infinite, there is rione 
at all. The Chriſtians reward is infi- 
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his reward, as well as his rewarder, 
ako 


is infinite in all his Divine Per- 


| fections. And what. proportion be- 


tween a poor nothing Creature, and his 
ing Service , to the having this in- 
tely Glorious God his portion? So 
far are theſe from bearing any propor- 
tion to God, that compared with him, 
they are denyed to be. 7 em, and 
there ir none beſides me, faith God, or 
to have any excellency; he is the Ho- 
ly one, the only wiſe God. Mans wit- 

om, is no wiſdom; his holineſs, no 
holineſs compared to God. Secondly, 
It is infinite extexſive, or in duration. 
Their reward is an everlaſting life; but 
their work and labour for the Lord, 
how ſhort ? how ſoon is it diſpatched? 
If there be no proportion between 
Time, and Eternity 3 then none be- 
tween the Chriſtians labour, which is 
performed in (o little a point of time, 
and the reward which endures for ever 
and ever. The Chriſtian is a few 
hours in the Field at his work, and 
then called into an everlaſting reſt in 


his Fathers houſe. | He carries a light 
croſs, a little way on his back, which 
death at the furtheſt takes off; and 
then an Eternal Crown of Glory is ſet 
on his Head. It aggravated King Ly+ 
(arachus his ſorrow, that he had loſt fo 
great a Kingdom, for ſo little a mat- 
ter asa draught of water. How will 
it raviſh the Saints Heart, to receive 
ſo great a reward, at the end of {6 


ſhort a labour?- Jonathan wondered . 


that a little Honey, ſhould coſt him fo 
dear as death. 7 did (ſaith he) bat 
taſte a little Honey, with the end of the 
Rod, that was in mine hand, and lo 1 
muſt dye. How much more admiringly 
may the Saint ſay; 'tis but a little, and 
that ſorry ſervice that I have done fot 
my God on Earth 3; and lo I muſt live, 
yea, -live with God ; yea, with God 
everlaſtingly in Glory. Well may the 
Apoltle ſay, That Chriſt ſhall come to be 
admired in all them that believe, 2 Thel. 
2. 10. How can it but make them ad- 
mire, to ſee ſo infinite a Glory the re- 


ward of ſo poor a labour? 


Objeſte. 
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Object. But why. ſbould not the Chrj- 
oy Holy labour and Faithful ſervice, 

r the ſame proportion to his reward 
inHeaven, as the wicked mans ſin doth 
pi puniſhment in. Hell ? this deſerves 

, why not that this £ though the wick- 
td wans fin be a: little a time its com- 
miting, - as the Saints. Holy ſervice js - in 
ormings yet there is an infinite. evil 
in bis. em. (that is,  objeCtive) becauſe 
wmmilted againſt an, infinite God, And 


| why ſbould there not be the ſame _reeſou 


for the Chriſtians labour. 


+ Anſw.' There is a vaſt difference be- 
twixt theſe, the nature of Sin, and the 


| pature..of Good. and Holy Adtons. 


The.evil of fin, bears. proportion to the 


| object, or perſan., offended by it; as 


the object is higher, and more excel- 


lent; ſo the offence is greater. The 
ſame offence done. 'to a_ King, is far 
greater, 'than that. which is done to a 
mean Subject. Every fintherefare be- 
iogcemmitted againlt an infigite God, 
comesto be an infinite evil; andſo de- 
__—_ G lerves 
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ſerves an infimte puniſhment. But the 
valour. and worth of a good and holy 
aftion;, #nſeth not from the exce 
of the abjeQ; bur of the ſubjeQ, w 
aQ it.is. - This-made Chriſt his obedi- 
ence meritorious, ' atid ſatisfattory with 
God for-us; becauſe his perſon, who 
reed it, was fo excellent, of ins 
te worth and dignity. And for the 
fame reaſon, the Chriſtians obedience 
can deferve nothing, his perſon being 
ſo mean and low, and performed to 
God; who is ſo infinitely great and glo- 
rious. Secondly, The Chriſtians labour 
can deferve no reward at Gods hands, 
as fin doth puniſhment; becauſe the 
ſervice he doth is due debt; he owes 
it to his God, and even men do not 
uſe to reward thoſe who pay them-1 
debt z nay, not thank them : So faith 


our Saviour, Doth the Maſter thank bit | 


Servant, beranſe he did that be 

manded him f I'trow not, Luke 17. 9* 
Thirdly, - The Chriſtians work and: l#-' 
bour falls ſhort of what is due; its 
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with dro, and his Wine: with water 5 

there is. but paruwm it waguo;' 2 
ferlo filver with an abundance of drofs. 
Owr righteonſneſſes are as filthy rags, Plal. 


. 64. 6. y that- work deſerves not'a 


reward, which deſerves apuniſh- 
ment. LZeffly, That little which 1s 


found truly and ſpiritually good, is not - 


the Chriſttans own but his, by whoſe 
power it was done. - The Chriftian 
may ſay of his beſt performed duty; 
what he of his axe, 05 mefter it is hor+ 
rowed : - The aQ, indeed, 15 the Chri- 
ſhans own, in Beheving, ' Repenting, 
and the reſt; he uſeth his own facul- 
ties, but the power by which he ig en- 
abled todo fo, is Chriſts. And theres 
fore he is ſo far from deſerving a w& 


ward, that he is indebted to God for 


bis aſſiſtance; and the greater-the aſli- 
ſtance is, the. greater 18 the debr he 


_contraQts. ' Inſtead therefore of expe&t- 


mg thanks from God, for what he hath 
done, he: owes thanks, 'and praiſe" ro 
God, who-helped him to:do it. Thus 


£ 


David, 1 Chrom: 29. 19. Now therefore, 
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' #ur-God, we thank/thee, and praiſe thy 


glorious name; but who am I f 'and what 
is my people, that we ſhould be able t9 
offer" ſo willingly after this ſort? for dll 
things come 4 thee, and of thine own we 
have given thee 7 Yet this is the work 


which God ſo wonderfully rewards of: 


his Free Grace 3 pugne & ego adjuvebey 
vince C ego coronabo. - Fight and I will 
help, overcome and I will Crown theez 


God works all in us, and. then tewards 
the. work, as if all had been done by 


our felvesz Oh Free Grace, never-e- 


nough admired Mercy | 

Queſt. But if the reward be ſo gloriowss 
what reaſon can then be given, why ſo 
few'are ſound that will Iibowr ſor it. 


Anſw. It you expe@ a good reaſon, 


there is none can be given: but if & 
true; reaſon - will ſerve, it is ſoon * 


athand. © Firi#, Becauſe: Heaven is: # 
reward that -is unſeen to the Eye'of 


Senſe, and Carnal men (who-make th&' 
moſt-in. the world) have not ſuch-an'® 
40 eye; 
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4 that offers preſent pleaſure, preſent pro- 
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eye, as the eye of Faith, to make it 
gwident to them : they have, indeed, 
ameye of Senſe in their Head, but that. 
ike the ' Sun, doth revelare inferiore, 
ſed ns Wyerire, It fhews the 
ſpon of ſenſual objefts here below, 
tleaves the Glory of Heaven unſeen, 
Secondly, Heaven is a glorious reward, 
but 'tis to come, we muſt wait for it 5 
and carnal mens defires are impetuous, 


their conſolation. Now the world 


it, preſent eaſe; and moſt men are like 
veggarly traders, who cannot ſell for 
| time, but muſt have ready money, 
though they put off their Goods with 
loſs; thus do carnal men. Give we my 
Portion ((aid the Prodigal) Never thinks 
what: he ſhall \do, when © that -is ſpent. 
Demas loved this preſent World, 2 Tim. 
14. 10. |Heayen is a great way off, they 
will put that to the adventure; occidit 
. modo' imperat. | Let him kill me, (laid. 
-rippins of her Son) only let him reigy. 


his'1s the language of many _'mens! 
=. hearts, 
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hearts, fall back, fall edge, damned, 
ot not damned hereafter, ſo] may have 
prefent luſtſatisfyed Thirdly, Sins 
_ donotlike the nature and <4. 
of Heaven. Some expreflions, ind 
there are, with which it is ſet forth in 


Scripture, that .pleaſe them very well, | 


werethey true in the Letter 3 as when 
it is fet out by a Marriage Feaſt, by 
Rivers of Pleaſures, by a Ctown and 
Kingdom. A Feaſt the Gluttoulikes, 
were the chear fach in Heaven, as is 
on his own Table here on Earth z if 
the Wine of that Kingdom were ſuch 
as is drawn at the Tavern, the Drunk- 
ard would be for it. But'a Feaſt withs 
out Senſual 'fare, joy without jollity, 
Maſiek without Fidlmg, a Crown and 


: Kingdom without worldly Sptendour 


or Pomp, are ſach things. as pat theta 
Ke out of liking with' it. So that 
rhey-care for Heaven only, when t 
6an'have Earth no longer, and chuſer 
as#þ)Jace'only more dehrable than Hell 
Ther" Application of this '- Point fok 
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Two. Ways. Firſt, Of Conviction, $e- 
condly, Of Exhortation, 

Firi#, Of Conviction. This conyid- 
eth ſome wicked men of a falſe (ſlander. 
And, Secondly, All of them of groſs 
folly. 

Firſt, Some among them, of a {lan- 
_ der and falſe report, they bring upon 
the holy ways of God; as if it would 
not quit colt to be. Religious; and to 
take pains in its work, were labour loſt. 
This, I confeſs, is an high charge; and 
there is reaſon I ſhould make it good, 
before 1 proceed to the refuting of it 3 
leſt while I accuſe others of ſlandering, 
my ſelf be th Slanderer 3 and 
to ſet up an to ſhoot at, when 
there is none, exceptin mine own ima- 

ination. - But the proof is cafie. The 

vils Empire in the world, was 
founded firſt of a lyez and as he got 
t, ſo he labours to keep it 3 he found 
man at 'the fisſt, happy in his. willing 
fabjetion, and obedtence to his. God; 
his only way therefore to undo him, 
was to inveigle him out of Gods ſer- 
' G 4 vice 
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vice/into his. own ,- to effet this/tis| 


Policy, was to'bring him 1nto a diſlike 
- of his"preſent ſtates and to promiſe 
him, not only impunity, but ſtrangead 
vantages, accruing upon. the . change 
of his Maſter. Thus as Enemies throw 
down Caſtles,' by blowing them up; 
ſo he by pufting man up with a conceit 
of being like God,: brought him down 
from the height: of bis Felicity;z and 
inſtead of making him like a | God, 
made /him like-himſelf, who 1s an at- 
curſed Devil. Speeding fo well by this 
ſtratagem, he hath uſed it ever fince, 
to keep (inners from returning to their 


firſt: rightful Lords Maſter, ashe 
had done, to enticeMan,: at firſt from 
his ſervice 3 that is; by \landering God 
and Religion. 'He-muſt be'a hard Mz 
{ter, . that- reaps where he | doth not 
ſow, or luffers not his Scruants to reap 
what they do ſow.” Either | he! exadts 
more'than 'he-gives ability to do,” or 
he'doth not reward the work” they 
have done, and ſo makes them labour 


in vain; Both falſe ſflanders. The firſt 
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I muſt paſs over as foreign to my Þ 


jet. But the {econd lies in my ways 
and God knows, though it be as untrue, 
as he 1s tfue, yet it finds too calle 
credence among Sinners, who are glad 
to have: any pretence' to excule them 
fromathe ſervice of God, - which. their 
own corrupt hearts doſo much diſlike. 
This, therefore; hath beentheold Plea, 
which wicked men have made fortheir 
averſation toReligion, Job 22.17;Whieh 
ſaid unto God, depart from us, and what 
ran the Almighty do them? Oh 
what Sots doth ſin make men? their 
Plea had been mare plauſible, if they 
had ſaid, what can the Unmighty-do 
for them? but to call him Almighty, 
and then ask what he can do, | $=k 
they were ſunk beneath reaſon. . Who, 
indeed, - can exerciſe reaſon againſt 
God? you ſee here -this-prejudice a- 
gainſt as 1s as Antient, as Jobs time, 
who is. judged to have lived abogt; if 
not before Moſes his Age. Yet was it 
not then . Novel, for  Eliphas' ſpeaks, 
ver..15. Hai? tho marked the old way 
which 


= | - wicked men have trodden? it» 


deed, Luther ſaid'right. Cain would” 


kill Abel to the end of the world ; and 
ſo-had they, -and will have vile and 
cheap thoughts of Religion. It held, 
[amfure, in Malachi his time; Te bewe 
ſaid it if vain to ſerve God,, Chap. z. 
ver. 14- And have we any reaſon to 
think, - chat the ſame prejudice againſt 

eligion, continues not amo many 
ungodly ones, in theſe laſt times? 
wherein the world is grown as older, {0 
colder to Religion. Old Age, indeed, 
is not wont to cure, but rather increaſe 
diſeaſes that are hereditary : the pro- 
digious aneneſs, and filthineſs, of 
our preſent 4 'with the ſcorn thaths 
caſt upon all ſerious endeavours, after 
Holineſs, is no good indication that it 
is ceaſed, but the contrary 3 that ſuch 
=s theſe have a moſt vile and baſe opt- 
nor of | Religionz how elſe were it 
poltible they would dub themſelves, 
While wallowingintheir brutiſh taſts,for 
the wiſe and happy men; and deſpiſe. 
vthers, as doting Fools, that dare. not 
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their Soals in cher 
by running with them into'the ſame 
and riot? If they did not firlt 
think Religion an infigmficant thing, - 
Piety a needleſs ſcrupulofity, and all - 
the Chriſtians pains therein, 1n vans 
and thoſe to be in-the right, and go 
away with all the gains, who will have 
nathing to do with Religioo, but live 
in an open defiance of it. CC 
what hath been ſaid already- of 
glorious reward, which will certaial 
crownthe Chriſtians labour, be 
to wipe of this dirt from the face of 
Religion, and leave it on: their own 
that throw it; yet I ſhall a little, anti 
tx abundanti, (peak to the vindication 
of it 1n this point. And who, though 
but a ſtripliog, would not ventare: to 
cope with ſuch Goliebs, or Gyants of 
the Earth ; that defie the watt 91m | 
and his Hoſts of Saints? Is tnot-{trange = 
that thoſe poor wretches ſhould \not 


' take notice in whoſe hand the Pencil 


n, by the illfavouredueſs of the Por- 
| that here is drawn of hate 
'L Relir 


CELL UL RET. 


would preſent him, and his holy ways} 
in ſuch: black” lines and lineaments tg. 
their thoughts? and is it not more 
ſtrange, that any of mankind ſhould{o 
far forget, or go againſt thoſe comma 
notions of the Divine goodneſs, which 
naturally” are impreſted upon their” 
minds,'as to believe God to be ſuch at 
one, as the Devil, his ſworn Enemy, 
tells chern he is ?- Burmoſt of all ſtrange 
t is; that thoſe who have read, or 
heard "the Goſpel, where God, notonly, 
more fully makes known the goodnels 
and \graciouſneſs of ' his Nature, but 
alſo opets the counſel of his Will and 
Mercy topoor ſinners, and btings life and 
immortality to light, as the ſure reward 
of thoſe;'who at his gracious call; re+ 
ceive Chriſt as their Lord and Saviour, 


note with ignorant Heethens; Tis in vain 
to ſerve'God. And ſutable to ſuch ap* 
prehetiſions 'of him , lead Irreligious 
and Flagitious' Lives, having nothing 


Religion? Who but the Devil himſelf} | 


hould-after all this, fing the fame'old . 


but the.word of a lying Devil: :rofe- 
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{ qure them from Eternal miſery; This 


; | #fuch an infatuation, as the 'world can- 


notſhew the like 3 but who ſo blind as 
he, whoſe eyes are put out with Goſ- 
pel-light ? into this righteous judgment 
upon them, for rebelling againſt lighe, 
we mult reſolve this their folly.” For 
judgment I am come imothis world, that 
they which ſee not, might ſee, and that 
they which ſee might be made blind, John 
9.29. But to reaſon a little with chis 
ſort of men 3 can you think that the God ' 


-of Truth hath made ſo many Promiſes 


to his people to deceive them with a - 
falſe hope ? will he be unrighteous to 
forget their labour of Love, after he 
hath 'made himſelf a Debtor, if not to 
them, 'yet to his own faithfulneſs, by 
making his Promiſe? Can he, that re-: - 
wards even the wicked for any work, 
in" which he uſeth them, let his own 
faithful ſervants loſe their pains? Ne- 
buchadnezzar had the Land of Egyps 
given him for his ſervice againſt Tyrus, 
Ezek. 29. 18. 1y. 'Cyrxs had agreat Em- 


pire for his expedition againſt Bebylon - 
| though 
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though theſe meant nothing lefs that 
_ theſ and glorifying of God, but 
aimed atthe enlargement of their Do- 
minions, and ſatisfying their own any 
bition3 yet becauſe they were inſt» 
ments to accompliſhkis ſecret Decreg, 
in favour of his People, he gave thema 
reward. And did he reward them for 
his peoples ſake, and will he let theſe 
his own people fit down with loſs, who 
out of pure Conſcience and Lave to 
him, do! his work, and fight his Battely 
againſt Fleſh, World, and Devil? | 
+ 'catnet be, he doth indecd make them 

ſtay 100Ber, thanthe other, for their i& 
ward 5-but they are ſure to ſpeed bet 
ter at laſt 3 they, like 7Þ-racl, arc ſebt 


away preſently with bread and-bortle; | 


Temporal rewards, they have thei 
Conſolation here 3 but when their 
tion 1s ſpent, then the Saint ſhall-re- 
ceive his reward, an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and Eternal. Be patient (aith 
the Apoſtle). avd eftabliſh your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord draws nigh 

reward 


And when be cometh,/ their 
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comes with him. Agair, Do you not 
croſs the experiences of all the Saints, 
do they not they all give God and his 
ſervice a good word ? proclaiming bim 


the beſt Maſter they ever ſerved. In Pſa. 
ine thy commands is great reward, '3 oy 
(faith David.) And again, 0h taſte and 34 8. 1 


ſee bow good the Lord is ; once,I confeſs, 
in the Paroxiſm of a ſore Temptation, 
he ſpake like one of the fooliſh world; 


I have cleanſed my heart in wain, and. 


weſhed my hands in innocency,” Plalm 
73: 13. Burtwill ye believe what a man 
faith, when his head is hot and light in 
the fit of a Fever, rather than wher he 
sin his true and right temper? No 
ſooner was this fit off, but he- befools 


- * and bebeaſts himſelf, and blefſerh him- 


ſelf in his approaching happineſs. Thow 
ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and after- 
ward rective me unto Glory, verie 24. 
And from this hope takes faſter hold 
of God and his Holy ways; But 3# is 
good ſor we to draw near to God, ver.28. 
And ſurely one affirmative teſtimony 


of 's Saint, in vindication of God.and 


Religion, 


& 


Religion, -is of more. weight'-than | ©! 
thoutind negative \teſtimonies* of 
wicked world-to the contrary; who*| the 
ſpeak evil of what they underſtand noty?] the 
-.". condemn 'Religion before they haye:| mc 
© tryedit, and diſgrace that ſervice they | na 
£4 .- were never. in. + Whereas the. godly'] in 
' man-hath ſerved 'both Maſters, 'and 
ſpeaks from his own experience, wherg”| (id 
moſt: is to be got 3- profeſing that he-] ar 
| bath nathing to ſhew of his gettings 19/] (ci 
the ſervice of-fin, but ewe, But in the”| w' 
.. Lords ſervice, preſent frxit wnto Holi" | wi 
| eſs, and a hope of Eternal life. afters*] of 
ward;” In 4 word, needsthere. any more-] in; 
to/make this appear a falſe-flander, thaw] de 
t&-o0bſerve, how theſe very wretches?] th 
upon a'fick-bed, when they apprehend? in 
themſelves on the marches of deathyJ ol 
do: Court: Religion; which. in their] B 
jalliry: they Cart. .and Scourge my u} 
their reviling Tongues? Oh how- glad: 
' would-they then be to creep'intoal] 11 
Saints:cloaths, and go by his name 3 how } L 
to dye/.the Righteous many” 
death, and-to have an cad like voy 
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| Oh how afraid to look into another 
= world, or to think of going hence as 
7 they are? Doth not all this ſpeak, that 
# they themſelves ſecretly think there is 
| more reality in Religion, and the Eter- 
{ nal conſequences of it, than they will 
{ intheir Proſperity confeſs? The truth 
7 is, God kath their Conſcience on his 
fide, but their Luſts have their Hearts 3 
# and theſe are they which gag their Con- 
| ſcience, that it may not ſpeak what it 
1 would : but at laſt, Conſcience is even 
| with them, and revengeth the viAence 
{ offered toit, upon them. And for ſtop- 
iog its, mouth a while, opens it the wi- 
der at laſt; both in accuſing them for 
this their paſt wickedneſs, and terrify- 
ing them with the fearful expeRation 
of the Diſmal Tempeſt of Fire and 
Brimſtone, ready now. to pour - down 
upon them. Thus as the hardeſt Froſts, 
when they. break, leave the deepeſt 
{| flugs behind them : ſo doth the greateſt 
Dedalency and inſenfibility, ig-an Ir- 
religious life, leave ſingers (when Con- 
ſcience recovers its ſenſe and, feeling) 
| ' - ſticking 
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fricking faſt in the deepeſt horror and 

de 100. 

Secondly, This convitts the carnal 
world of groſs folly, in refuſing the (&- 
vice of God, where the reward of theit 
Jabour is ſo fute and incomprehenfibly 
preat 3 and for miſplacing their paigs 
nd Tabour for '\tbat which is neither 
fire to be obtained, nor mach worth 
the Having, if it be gotten 3 and fo in 

both reſpets labour in vain. Firſt, the 

finneg 1 rs for what he 1s not fore 
to ofain, The world hath wot to this 
day been able to give a certain rule 
whereby the covetous Worldling, can 

be ſtire after all his royl and arud , 
that be ſhall be rich ; nor the ambit 
ous, that he ſhall-get up the hill of ho- 
nour, ahd not catch a fall in climbing 

it: the world is too like a Lottery, 

where men know not whether 
ſhall draw a Prize or Blagk. Th 

all come with heads full of hopes and 

projets into the world, yet moſt g6 

ont with hearts full of ſhathe and ſar 
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prot red in his way, can ſhew you 
is fil 


.gfven wr, Hoſea 2. 12. How then ſay 
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Religion; there is fuch a certain rule 

hid down in the good Word of God, 

that whoever walks by it, Peace 3s 
him; ſay ye to the Righteous it ſhall be 

well with him. Mark the Perfe® man, Gd. 6, 
and behold the Upright, for the end of 14% 
that man is Peace, Platm 37. 37+ They ?(a, 
that wait on the Lord ſhall not be a- 57-37- 
ſhamed, becauſe not diſappointed of 

their hopez but ſome carnal men will 

tell you, whatever the world is to o- 
thers, yet they can ſay their labour is 

not in vain. This worldling, who hath 


led bags, and tell you how many 
hundreds a year he puts up as clear 
gein into his Purſe. The Voluptuous 
perſon will tell you ſtories of the many 
merry Meetings he hath been at, 
Months and Years of Pleaſure he hath 
emoyed 3 ſaying with the carnal Jews, 
Theſe ave the reward: our Lovers have 


you, that we labour upon ſuch uncer- 
taintics? fn the ſecond place therefore, 
the prize that fingers get by all their 
wp Hs - Labour 
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- > ceive them. Thirdly, It will damn 


hes. though- he doth not as the Prodigal, 


Labour, it 1s not {@ much worth, asty 
fave.them from lofing their Labou 
For Firft, What they have got will ere 
long leave them: Secondly, It will de 


them; Firſt, It will leave them. It 
is not in the power of mans wit to 
deviſe a way, how the Ambitious man 
ſhould keep his honour long, except 
his -preferment could change his N+ 
ture, and make him immortal; he is, 
alas, ſtill of the ſame clay with other 
men, as he was before. The Rainbow 
1s'a common watry Cloud, 'no more 
durable, than the reſt, though painted 
for. a time with gayer colours. | That 
which hath been, is named already, and 
it is known that it is man, Ecclel. 6. 10. 
5IR.a lump of red earth, that mult 
return ere:long to his firſt duſt. - As 
impoſlible it is for the Covetous man - 
to"make his eſtate ſure to him 5 his 
Riches will wake wings to themſelves, 
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+ make-wings for them 3 fly away - they: 
will, and-#hat foward Heaven allo, to 
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[accuſe him, and be a witnel(s agaiaſt 
{t him atthe laſt day. If he ſhould not 
ſe them "flown from him while he 
lives; yet to be ſure when Death's Gun 
un | goes off, theſe, and all the ſinners joys, 
I | will ye away at once. And-how near 
of aſtep it is to Death, the very Hea- 
a | thens can tell you, by their Hyrogly- 
t | phick of an —_ eze for life, and as 
. font for deathz intimating, that 
Geath may come, id» ocali 5 mans life 
' | may be cloſed up, as ſoon as an eye 
| can be ſhnt: And is it not folly and 

madneſs to beſtow all a mans Labonr, 
to raiſe the hopes of his Felicity 'on 
| fach looſe ous where his building 

may fall as ſoon as it is'up ? this made 
Solomon hate 'all his labour under the 
Sun, Eccle(. 2. 17. (Becauſe when he 
had done all, he muſt leave all, | $e- 
condly, What Carnal men labour for; 
will deceive them. Satan -and' the 
World' are both very free .of their Pro» 


mifes to their Vaſlals* and Servants; 
All theſe things, will 1 give thee, (laid 
he) if thou wilt: fall down. awd worſhip 
31A H 3 me. 


"nh If abi _—_  Mothard 
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" ve. But alas, when the promiſed 
Tet comer tobe fred, if prom | 
& 
v 
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| 
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as we (ay, og between oc 
ſpend their Money for thet whi 
_, Bread: they os that which 
doth not profit, yea, 'tis worſe than no- 
thing For Bread they have Stones, 
for Fiſh Scorpions given them; inſtead 
of content, they have vexation, anda 
fring in their Conſctence, Hence the 
wicked are ſaid, &@ work « deceitful 
work, Prov.1r. 148. Decentful, becauſe 
it decaveth the worker 3 would not 
he be deceived, who labours bard all 


gi | 


day, in hope of a good reward at ni 


from his hays 15 ihe pada 
nothing but a Cudgel u 
bones? This ESD which 1 Sig- 
ners have even' in this lifes many 4 
blow and ſtripe laid opon him by his 
Confcience, which athers do not ſee, 
bat he feels ; he expetts a Paradiſe, but 
finds a Purgatory, and not only ſo, but 
fomerimes God teſtifying openly againſt 
him in his } No doabt Gee _ 
haxs pleaſed himſelf with bis Plot, 

| whereby | 


l 
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ice of his Maſter. Oh how brave 
ſhould he be, when his new Cloaths 
were on his back 2 but, alas, he did 
not think of that other Garment of 
Leprofie, which God would beſtow on 
him, a Garment, not like others, to 
cover his ſhame, but to diſcover and 
laim his finz, a Garment that 
d laſt him to wear, and his Chil- 
dren, from Generatian to Generation. 
Thirdly, That which the Sinner labours 
far, will not only leave and deceive, 
but alſo everlaſtingly dama himz they 
do not only labour for vanity, but 
> rag is the fire for it, Habak. 3. 
Hell fire, } am ſure, will be the end of 


ane ſort of Sinners, They that will he 


rich, fall into temptation, and & ſnare, 
and into wany fooliſh and leftr, 
which drow” men in deſirution and 


pe dition, is as true of the reſt, _ He 
that will have Pleaſures, or he that 
will, kave Honour 3 an Heart (et vig- 

bh. H 4 lently 


by he might get in one day,more 
an. he was like to do in many years 


their labour 3 what the Apoſtle faith gf, 
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 Jently on any thing - here below, thi 
| 


makes it his Treafure to enjoy, a 

therefore his chief Labour to obtain} 
this man muſt needs fall into temptati*: 
on, and a ſnare, and many fooliſh and 
Hurtfal luſts, which (without Gods 
merciful hand, ſoatching him out &f 
their Clutches) are ſure to drown them 
io Eternal Perdition. Was $h;zrei un 
wiſe, who by going out of his Precins 
to recover his run-away Servants, loſt 


his own life? How much more folly | 
and madneſs is it, by hunting after the 
ran-away Vanities of the Crea 
that are be thy ſervants to loſe thehfe 
of thy Soul? Cur es que-4d wſum dit 
urns efſe non poſſunt, ad ſupplicium dix- 
turns depoſces £ Why wilt thou, oh man, 
make that which is but temporary in 


"the, uſe, eternal in thy puniſhment? 


Who would crave the ſweeteſt morſ 
in'the world, which after the ſhort 
Pleafure in ſwallowing of it dow, 


"would cauſe intollerable gripes in his 
" Bowels for but a month? and wilt thou 


devour that, which thou muſt be di-- 


af 1 


z76l[ting . 
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| = in Hell with Yorimdug end: 
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every ltep of the way were to be trod 


=_ 

' Setond y, Of Exhortation, toall that 
are atpreſent in the fervice of Sin,tobe 
perſwaded to change your Maſter.” Oh 
come now into the Lords ſeryice, that 
at "death you. may enter into your 
Lotds joy 3 enter 'into his Be - yard 
now; that you may have bas, 
at night amongſt his Faithfu Lab 
labour for God in this world, tt 

may reſt with God from your" 

in the other... It is ſaid of Ceſar; _ 
wheti 'he had brought his Army' fo 
neat Rozee, that they faighe ſee it before 
them, he bad his Souldiers look | upon: it 
wilbly, ſaying, #hat think you? 5; nb 
yonder brave City worth Fightind for? 
T have been ſpeaking of another 
place. © Let me defire you to look once 
apain up to the Heavenly 7 Jeraſeles, 
the City and Chamber of th 

King, where is laid up this Joc 3 
ward ſpoken to; is it not worth the 
labouring for, and going to, thongh 


on 
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thing to behold God face ta face? to 


he ever with the Lord? tg bathe th 
falf i o thoſe Pleaſures that are at by 


t ? to drigk the wine of the 
in the K af Heaven 
it (elf? Wilt theo. it, u Lynch 


< $d bis pad Ki 
to wake er pes br 


mu prhn—y Uo for a ſcaſog? 
__ caalt.nat ſtay here. . Doth 
it $a aohoree Nay 62 wake pads 


Feby Fanly To 


t 
ay 2 about it, if not now 2 Hee 
yen is won or loſt here, now and ever, 
now or never. When death takes thee | 


If thou wilt do it, when mean 


off the Rage, think not to have leaye 
to return, that thau mayſt att thy pat 
better, Times loſs is the moſt irrecq- © | 
yerablez thou mayſt loſe thy Ri 

and find it againz thy Houſe Ls | 
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| burnt, and built again3. but if time be 


loſt, that never . can be recovered, 
Death is 4 change, that puts into an 
unchangeable ſtate, the Saint inta a (tate 
of Bliſs, the Sinner into a ſtate of Mi- 
. Heaven the: reward - of  Gads 
Labourers, and Hell the wages of wick> 
ed Workers and Loiterers. Ohthiak, 
and think again, before it be tao. late, 
what rapping there will be at Heavey 
Gate, what calling, and crying to be 
let inz yea, even by thoſe, wha pow, 
when it ſtands open may,and will got z 
and therefore then ſhall bave no other 
anſwer, than that of our Saviour, 1 
wever knew you, depart from we, 36 that 
work iniquity; let him. pay you, that 
ſet you on work, Sinners, you think 
that at preſent you have the adds and 
advantage of the Samts 3 they are Ma- 
cerating:themſetres with Faſting, ww 
- are pampering your ſelves wit 

Fea ing; they arc their 
Sins; while you are Plea y 

mitting yours; they are Afllicted, and 
you-are at Eaſe; you get the ory 
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and they loſe it. © But then the Tables 
will be rurned, they will recover all 
their loſſes Here, and thou [ofe all thy 
guns their 'forrows-will take leave of 
em,” never to trotible them more; 
but *thy"joys will be at erid, and: thy 
forrdws rome 'in the room of them. In 
a ward; they ſhall 'be comforted, and 
ou tormented. © 2. To the Saints, 
alk 1n the view*of this your reward, 
and make an holy improvement of it 
m your lives. That which is the'end 
of our Faith; {bi Salvation, ſhould 
be propoutided ' af the end of all out 
attings, ' and have an influence into our 
whole. odurfe.  Finir principium eſt om- 
nine oferationuni';' it ſhould have the 
nature of s DireQion what to do, and 
of a Motive to infarce, and invigorate 
o9 in all wedo. '/ As the Bird is guided 
by its Train, and the Ship by its Rud- 
der; ſo the Chriſtian ſhould by his end, 
Firſt, Therefore Tet this Gloriows/Re- 
ward'thow'ſeeſt before-thee, keep thee 
from accepting of the rewards of \fin3 
let them: love -che reward of + 


' 
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of aChaiſtian. + 109: 
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"that. look not for a reward of Righte- 


ouſneſs. Abraham would not have it 
ſaid, the King of Sodom made him rich, 


who bed God for his exceeding great re- . 


ward. ' Moſes, who had reſpe® unto the 
recompence -) the reward; deſpiſed the 
pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon.lt diſhonoreth 
the Prince, when his Coxrtier accepts 
a Penſion from a {trange, much more 
from -an enemy ' Prince. When we 
yield to any fin, we do what Satan 
tempted Chriſt unto,.even worſhip and 


. pay an homageto him., I know no Ar- 


gument to repel the/Enemy, more for- 
cible,,nor more honourable, thanthis ; 
[ will not diſgrace my. Maſters ſervice, 
the _y [ have from him, to borrow a 
reward from his Enemy. : Some Nati- 
ons are wont: to-fight in their, richeſt 
Cloaths and Jewels,” to make, them 
more yaliant, by conſidering how great 
their; loſs would be, "by falling into 
their Enemies hands. Certainly Sagan 
would, not ſo eafily. foil, thee. (Chrilti- 
an)4f-thou did(ſt wear the rich Brace- 
lets of the Promiſes, and-by- Faith put 

4 on 
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on that robe of Gloty, with which thay 
hiſt ere lÞngbeclorhed.- How would | 
ified Szint foorn a motion to (in, 
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0 of pa, Wier, ay | 
fin ? the Sun ſooner be pal 
vut of irs Orb, they out of their 


Obedience, What, ' they leave. che 
Fatneſs and Sweerneſs they are ſatiated 
with, for any thing that is to be got by 
a bafe finner? Such a thought never |_ 
did, 'nor can enter into their Holy 
Heart. And we honld be more like 
chem, #n bur deteſtation of all fin, had 
we more raifed apprehenſions of the 


| en of the Heavenly reward, and 
hopes 'for 6ur coming to it. 
Secondly, Let'ir make thee ſtedfaſt, 
_ and emmoveable, always abonunding in 
the work of the Lord. This is the im- 
provement which oor Apoſtle makes 
in this place, of this very Point; there 
is 2 *#glro in Religion, mach preſied 
by the 4poſite upon Believers, #0 walk 
as beromes rhe Goſpel; as becomes Siin)s, 
to walk worthy of God, worthy of hh | 


| 
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Hal TIA; Now this breeqtjagaeds wepach 
tes tnnch im the ſarableneſs of ourpre- 

ſent aQtings, to the Heighth of our fu- - 
tire hopes. When we endeavobarthat 


* the properties of ouf ations, may cor- 


reſpond, atd mw a ACE 
reward ex us. As the | 
fion on rg lg anſwereth to the 
$uprare of the Seal 5 or as the Port 
and Garb of a great Heir, is tothe vaſt 
Inheritance he ſhaſl Have. New the | 


* Text, (for T go no further) preſents 'us 


with Two Properties of the Saitits re- 
ward; Certainty, and Tmmenſity, And 
zecordingly preſſes this donble Duty, 
Sedfaſtneſs, or unmoveableneſs, and 
*boutndiog always in the work'of the 
Lord, as bearing a reſemblance unto 
it. Firſt, Therefore labour to beſted- 
faſt in thy profeſſion of the F aith3 bold- 

Coaith the Apoſtle) the Faith- 


þs {oh Titus 1. y. How unſittable to 


a Faithful Word, 'is a Faithleſs Heart? { 
A wavering weak Faith, to a ſure 


Word? 2 Pet. 1.19. A Sceptical judg- 
- xt... 
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How \ ing is1t'to be off and 


On, 


without controverfie, 1 Tim; ,16 


Y 


. hot -and'.cold, unſtable and uncon-? 
ſtant, in-an;.holy courſe, when:thok 


| 


lookeſt for a Kingdom that cannot be. 


ſhaken? , Secondly, Let it make thee a> 
bounding /' in the work of the- Lord, 
How,unſutable is it.to pinch God in 
thy ſervice, who is ſo magnificent in 
his. reward? How unbecoming,to think 
any meaſure enough in thy duty, ,when 


the,zeward promiſed, is without all 


meaſure? - Nay, do not only abound, 
but\be;always aboundiog in the Lords 


work; who. will make thee always haps * 


py» Alas; what is our always io. 
bounding hers to the always of his 
_ rewarding hereafter? the always of our 
ſervice extendeth but to the end of a 
(hort lifez, bur the always of the reward 
to anendleſs Eternity. ., Were thereno 
rewardat all hoped _ yet we ought3 
yea, the Saint. would (for his new Na 
ture inclines . him thereunto) ſerve, hys 
God. | We ſce even our Children, do 


love and obey us their Parents, though | 


a _- 
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| lame of us have no Portion or Inheri- 
* x A - leave them? But it ſuperadds 
; r Argument to a Rich mans 
'F rig 2 e him more abundantly 
| dutifal and diligent, to conſider what 
- | a great eſtate his Father hath 5 of all 
abich he will make him Heir, though 
1 be might not (if he pleaſed) have ſer- 
led any thing on him at all. Thus 


| when a Saint conſiders, that God, who 


have made 2 Law, binding him 
| —— without making a Pro- 
miſe to reward the ſame. It muſtneeds 
much affe& his heart, to ſee God in his 
| condeſcending Grace, and immenſe, 
Os thus to ſweeten, and facilitate 
his ience, with. a promiſe of no 
leſs reward, than of the Heavenly In- 
heritance. Think, oh Chriſtian, how 
little the greateſt ſervice thou canlt 
now do is God, willin a dying hour 
Ton £ ine own thoughts. 1 have 
ſerved, that the beſt of Saints, whoſe 
eminency. in Grace, and ſerviceable- 


nels in their. Gener athers ad- 
mired, as fr henkeves Ws pon 4 
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fick and dying bed, complained of thay 
Larveanel? and unproficableneſs. ot 
of their zeal, but bewailed 
therr coldnefs 3 not applauded het 
ſelves for what the had done, t 
mournfully confeſſed, what th 
left undone; the ſenſe of their | 
encies, quite hiding from their eyesthe 
fight of their eminent diligence, As that 
famous Light in our Britiſh Church, and 
laborious Servant of Chriſt, - Br 
UVhher, on his dying bed, thus Prayec 
Oh Ged forgive my ſins of Owiſſun* 
Who yet was admired of all that knew 
him, for his laborious diligence in the 
Pulpit, and out of it alſo, , Arid one 
reaſoo, I humbly conceive, why the 
beſt of Saints, atfuch an hour, aremore 
than eyer ſenſible of their deficiencies, 
is, becauſe they then . ſtanding neareſt 
to Eternity, have higher and wider 
apprehenſjons of the Majeſty of God,. 
and the immenſe Glory of Heaven 
which apprehenfions muſt needs cauſe 
them to ſee; the vility and nothing 
nels of their own ſaytity,” and alltheir 
xd rele ©): 
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Mf.ſervices; and conſequently, fill' then 
{withan holy bluſhing and ſhame, thar 
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they have done ſo little for God; who 
hath laid up ſo much for them; thav 
they bave no more | enciog; bim on 
Earth, who hope, ſo foon to be glori- 
fied with bim in Heayen. And if the 
higheſt meaſures of the maſt fruitful 
Saints, which have done God more 
ſervice, than an hundred fach as thy 
ſelf, ſbrink into nothing, in their own 
e at fucha time, and leave thent full 
of ſhame and forrow for their unſutable 
attings, to their high and glorious 
hopes3 how much more will  affli& 
thee with unſpeakable grief and” for- 
row in the like hour. (if thou haſt a 
dram of Sincerity ia thine Heart) to ; 
remember thy more palpable  negli- 
gence and barrenneſs. Oh what then 
wilt thou fay of thy paſt life, whichs 
ſo.thin ſown with Holy AdQtions? now' 
thou thinkeſt thy ſelfReligious enough, . 
with thy-infrequent Devotions 3 if thou' 
canſt gee ro the Church once ins week," 
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16 
once. (\in''a day, it is well : But when 
thou comeſt; to dye, thou wilt thenſt 

anernia, how. thou haſt ſtaryed thy 
Boul,. and robbed thy God of mueyty 
time, which might, and ought to have 
becu4mployed inCommunion with! 
and workin 
Now a few : 
ſtate, paſleth for Charity 3 bur whey 
death comes to ſweep all away at once, 
| thenthou wilt complain thou haſt beew 

a niggard of thy Purſe, and didſt not! 
honour God with thy Subſtance. Now: 
though thou ſpeakeſt, but once or twice | | 
ma) of God, and Heaven inthy 
Familyz and very ſeldom doſt Cates 
chiſe thy Childreo, and that but, fot: 
mally, without any affe&ion, or with 
little deſire to affet them, with the 
concernment of thoſe Truths, thou in- 
frudteſt them in , yet. thou pleaſelt 
thy ſelf, in baving done thy to, 
them ſo well. . But when death's cold.” 
ſweat ſhall warn you of your approach 
ing DiſſgJution, then thou wilt 

"that Religion was ſo ſeldom the ſab 
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out thy own Salyations |; 
ence out of thy great F+ 
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f thy diſcourſe, in your Family, that 
JL oo did not more . conſtantly 'inſtru& 
[your | Children and Servants and 
| | when you did, that you did not more 
. þothioks endeavour to move their 
| affections, and draw. their hearts'to 
| the love and liking of Religion in its 
4 Traths, and the praftice of them. 

Thirdly, Improve the hope thou haſt 
for this reward, to make thee live a- 
bove this preſent world. ' Truly; thou 
mayſt well be content with a little 
ky who lookeſt for ſo much here- 
after, If the Labourer hath but meat ' 
and drink at his work, he asketh no 
more, but ſtays willingly for the reſt, 
ll pight, when he is to receive” his 
wages. '. If thou haſt Food and Ray- 
menthere, and Heaven at the end, doth 
not God deal well with thee ? Oh,” tis 
| for want of Faith in the Promiſe, and 
F ativity in our Hope, to exerciſe it ſelf 
-| on this Bleſſed Obje@, that we areſo 

NS c craving after the things of 
this d, and ſo diflatisfied with our 
F here. We read . of Solowon, 

fr that 
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that hemade $3/ver to be in Jeruſalem,” 
# tones, Cedars as the Sycomore trees, | 
z Kings-40..27- - The Chriſtian might: 
do, more, had, he a lively Faith and 
_ Hopez he might make all this worlds | 
Glory, Pleaſures, and Treaſures, to be 
but as dirt and dung in his yaluati 
from what he expects to be eek 
to, within a while'in Heaven, And 
he is the happier man, that can live a- 
bove the world, than he that ſwims in 
all its abundance. It is for want of 
better Metal, that Leather and Cop» 
per--are ſtamped for Coinz-.and. for 
want of Faith, or exerciſing it on the 
Promile, that we ſet too gh a price of 
the things of this world. This would, 
and nothing elſe can take off our | 
-Hearts from preſent things, | Our Af 
fections are too great a ſtream to be 
dryed;up; but turned, they may be, 
into aqother Chanel 3 and truly, thes} 
world is too narrow a Chanel to con-. | 
tain them : But here is roomth | 
and. more than enough for them all; | | 
here is aplace of broad-water,/ no fear. |_ 
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mn, 'of wanting Sea-room. _ It. we would 
| launch out into the Meditation of this 
he{ bleſſed place, oh how ſhould we find 
:4 || our Hearts inflamed with longing de- 
& |. fires tobe there, and no more envy the 
xe | Carnal world, for what we leave them 
here to enjoy, than you would the 
p Swine his ſill, if yoy- were. going to 
4 | Fealt at a Princes Tablez which minds 
. | me of the next particular. 
» | - Fowrthly, Improve this Glorioug Re- 
f | wardtoreconcile death tothy thoughts, 
| and make thee rather deſire, thanfear 
» | to be diſſolved. Many were the Ar- 
- | guments, which the th pt 4- 
e | mong the Heathens muſtered up; to ex- 
pal the fear of this .King of Terrors; 
, | but the wileſt of them, were baffled in 
| | all their attempts therein. As it is {aid 
; | of Cicero, a little before his death, that 
| By. Eats, the -greng- which he 
prepared againſt this Enemy, pro- 
\ 'ved, he knew _ how, but ET 
and feeble for that purpoſe. - And one 
. was bold to. tell Plato, when he ſpake 
much of the contempt of death, Fortiav 
* I 4 loqueris, 
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a weris, ' quam 'vivis ; that he ſpoke} 
ber to he hived; and no Fr be 
if we conſider, in how dark a light Fi 
they ſaw the exiſtence of a future ſtate; | TE 
ws mach more, at what a loſs they} v1 

were for finding the right way which | Þ 

a 
it 
L 
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leads to the happineſs of 'it. Neither 
do I wonder, that any wicked manuys 
der the Goſpel, ſhould be terrified a 
an- approaching death, and go down 
to the grave, as, they ſay, Bears go 
down an Hill, backward ; afraid to ſee, 
"or think of that ſtate they are going 
into, For the more- any knows of |” 
Heaven, without a well grounded hope 
of arriving there, the greater muſt his 
dread needs be. ' He that increaſeth 
knowledge here, will be fare to increaſt 
his ſorrows but why any of the Pe: 
ple. of God, that have a hope of Hes 
ven, ſhould not in ſome meaſure over- 
come the prevalency,at eaſt of this fear \ 
of death, 1s ſtrange; and, indeed, caſts 
a' reproach upon Chriſtianity. 
Twrks (I have heard ) ſome of th 
- , ſhould ay; they did not think oe 
| _ ſtwns 
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\ſtians believed there was an Heaven, 
becauſe they ſaw 'them fo loth: to'goto 
it, Labour Chriſtian, 'to wipe of this 
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reproach, which theſe Infidels caſt up- 
oo our Rehgion. Fir#?, Look thou 
buildeſt thy hope of Heaven, deep, 
and ſtrong, upon a ron ground; which 
is Regenerating Grace, (fora dead 
Soul, cannot have a lively Hope) Then 
labour to hold faſt the rejoycing of 
thy Hope unto the - end, to which it 
would much conduce, to preferve'a 
right notion of death in thy thoughts. 


What elſe (Chriſtian) is death to thee, 


but what hep was to the 1/raclites > 
a paſſage from an howling Wilderneſs, 
of a finful miſerable World, * where 
thou haſt been pinched with Wants,and 
cy with fiery Temptations,” 'to 'a 
Land of Promiſe, where | is ſafety 'to 
ſecurity, and fullneſs to Felicity : 
where thou wilt find the abſence of no- 
thing, but Gn and ſorrow. Look up- 
on it, as the uncovering of the Ark of 
thy- body, wherein thou haſt been 
tolſed- and tumbled forely upon the 
| Wayes 
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waves of a re(tleſs life, to ſet thee on 
ſhore on 'Heavens firm and peaceabla 
Land. Is the berrothed Spouſe afraid 
of her Marriage day? or a Princeloth 
to croſs a narrow Sea, to take poſle(- 
fion-of a wide Kingdom, and a rich 
Crown, that wait oaly for his coming? 
No (Chriſtian) fear not thou death, 
but [rather let thy heart revive with 
par ane 6 at the fight of this Wa 

or jot, which is ſent to briog thee 
over to-thy Heavenly Fathers houſe.. 

- Fiftbly, Let it moderate your ſor- 
row, for the death of your Pious 
Friends, and uſeful luſtruments in their 
Generations. Indeed, the loſs of ſuch 
1s. great, to- thoſe that are left behind; 
py op God allows us to mourn, 
when ſuch breaches are made upon us; 
but withal, he ſets bounds to our ſor- 
row, that we ſorrow not even as others, 
which. heve no hope, nor mourn ſo as ts 
refuſe-to; be comforted 3 to take our 
own lols ſo to heart, as not to rejoyce 
in their gain: Is this thy kindae(s. to 
thy Frieads? would(t thou baye 
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labour, and never reſt ? work, andne- 
yer recelye their reward? They could 
not have had theſe here, but they 
have them where they are gone. Oh 
be not unkind to them, by being over- 
kind to your ſelves. If ye loved me, ye 
would rejozce, ((aith our Saviour to 
his Diſciples) becauſe I ſaid 7 go tothe 
Father, Joh. 16.5 - if he by bi to 
them, you are indeed (my Diſci 

too ſelvilh. You thiok what wtaſ 
loſe if 1 depart hence, . but you do not 
confider, what I ſhould loſe, by my 
ſtaying here: You ſee the poor condi- 
tion , wy in here Pp Earth, and know 
the Royalty and Glory I am goipg to 
be vollcfſed of in eres, mi 
you unwilling I ſhould be advanced to 
my Throne therez and that after I 
ſhall- have finiſhed the work of your 
Redemption here? Truly you are un- 
kind, and ſhew bur little love, in this, 
to me, your dear Lord and Saviour. 
Nor do we expreſs much love te; our 
deceaſed Friends, of whoſe happy 
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if their incomparable advantage doth 
not make us more rejoyce for them, 
than our loſs, make us mourn for our 
ſelves. If we be, as they were, (ſincere 
and faithful Chriſtians) our loſs'is bur 
ſhort; ere long'we ſhall recover it, by 
being taken up to them they are not 
loſt, but gone a little before, whither 
the reſt of their Brethren, cre lo 
ſhall be called. And while we are I 
here- behind, we have a God to live 
upon,” who cannot dye, who will not 
leave us, and whole preſence is ſuffici- 
ent to compenſate, I trow, the abſence, 
not of one, but all our Friends. Would 
Elkenab be thought better to his bar- 
ren Wife, than ten Sons? May not God 
then look his Children, when bereaved 
of any Creature Comforts, ſhould 
eount the having bim better, yea, in- 
finitely better than them ul. Let 
therefore every Saint, in this, and all 
other bereavements, ſolace himſelf with 
_ this of David; Pſalm 18. 46. The Lord 
liveth, and bleſſed be my rock,, and letthe 


God of my Salvation be exalted.” {7 
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-ander a Buſhel, which ſhined, before 


| Judge any at all to be 
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now ſpeak ſomething of that Noble 
and without offence, I hope, 1 may 
) Ele& Lady 3 the Solemnization of 
whoſe Funeral, occaſioned this our 
ſorrowful meeting 3 which ſhouldI not 
do, without doubt, I ſhould ſend you 
all away, very much diſſatisfyed. But 
far be it from me, that I ſhould by my 
filence, put her light (now ſhe is dead) 


all your eyes, ſo radicntly, while ſhe 
was alive, even as a great Candle, on 
an high Candleſtick. It was ſaid of 
jos Baptiii, all men connted John, that 

was 4 Prophet indeed. And I am 
perſwaded, that. all who knew her, 
eſteemed the Lady Yere a Chriſtian in- 
deed. Truly, if we may not think fo 
of her, we ſhall be at a great loſs. to 
find ſuch CharaQters, by which we may 

0. 


I ſhall Degin 
peak of her, where ſhe her (elf 
gantobe, her Birth, I mean, and Pa- 
rentage, from which ſhe had her Ex- 
traction. And this was High and An- 
cient 
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cient on both fides. For by her Mo- 
thers fide, ſhe ſprang from the chief of 
the Throg-mortons Family ; and by the 
Fathers fide, was extracted of the An- 
cient Family of the Tracies, at Toding- 
tor in Glonceſter-ſhire. She was the 
Youngeſt of Fifteen Children. born 01 
the Eighteenth day of May, Anno 1591, 
being the 23. of Bzcen Elizabeth. Her 
Mother dyed three days after ſhe was 
Born; and her Father, when ſhe was 
but eighe years old. Thus ſoon: was 
ſhe an Orphan3 bur, indeed, they only 
are Orphans, who have no Father in 
Heaven.” When ber Father and her Mor 
ther thus forſook her, the Lord took her 
#þ. The many Experiences ſhe had all 
along her lite, of Gods moſt tender 
care over her, occaſioned her to chuſe 
this for her Motto (which is found 
writtenby her, in the front of moſt of 
her Books in her Clofet ) God will Pro- 
vide. 'She took much delight in ſpeak- 
ing.of one of her Anceſtors, as one of 
, the greateſt Honours, to her Family. 
William Tracy of Toddington, Eſquare, 


OY EERRRCET 
> | mentioned by Mr. Fox in his Marty- 

f. | rology, who in the Reign of King 
x 
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Henry the Eighth, 'for the found Pro» «+ 
feſſion of his Faith, made by him in his 
laſt Will and Teftament, was after his 
Deceaſe, condenmed to have his body 
taken out of the ground and burnt 
which Sentence, accordingly was exe- 
cured, She was twice Married; to 
; | Mr. William Hobby, her firſt Husband, 
; | at Nineteen Years of Age, by whom 
| ſhe had two Sons, which were Reli- 
iouſly Educated by her the happy 
Fic of this her care, ſhe reaped at their 
Pious Deaths (for they both went 
young to Heaven) the Younger dyed 
in the Fourteenth Year of his Age3 
the Elder in his Three and Twentieth, 
much admired for his Parts, and loved 
for his Piety. Her ſecond Hugband 
was, Sir Horece Vere, afterward Baroz 
of Tilbury; fo Noble and Excellent a 
Perſon, that I muſt not name him with- 
out ſome Honourable RefleQtionz one 
whoſe Coat Armony made more Re- 
nowned, than his Coat of Arms & -x 
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his Perſonal Atchievemeats in the 
ennobled more, than the, High Bl 
£ os bomewy from his:Anceſtors. . But 
gave him the igheſt Cha» 
ao Na by the other ;he got a 
#U Name, like unto the great Men, 
that are 5a the Earth ; but by this he 
obtained « good Name. And even Ta 
citxs, the Roman Hiſtorian, prefers a 
praiſe from Goodneſs, before that which 
. is obtained by Greatneſs. And there- 
fore ſpeaking of a Noble Roman, faith, 
he was, inter clarot potivs quam inter 
bonos \cenſendus. This Noble Lord was 
one, /who could wreſtle with God, as 
well-as fight with Menz and may, be 
FLOngit tohave got his Victories upon 
his knees in his Cloſet, before he drew 
his Sword in. the Field. And whenhe 
had overcome his Enemies, he could 
overcame himſelf alſo; being one of 
the. humbleſt Souls, in whom ſo much 
true worth lodged, that I have heard 
of... His good Lady would ſay, ſhe 
honoured him for his Valour, but moſt, 
for.the Grace of God which eg. in 
IM. 
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him. Thus ſhe did, cornſcare- radiis 
Mariti, ſhined by the Rays of her 
| Husbands Excellencies 3 but not only 
"| with theſe, for ſhe had radient Beams 
of her own, by which ſhe caſt like 
Honour upon him, as ſhe received 
from him., So happily was this Noble 
Couple ſuited, as 10 the bigh Extra- 
(ion of both their Births, ſo alſo in 
the reſt of their accompliſhments, that 
they mutually illuſtrated- each the 0- 
thers Honour. But paſling by allher 
ſecular Prerogatives , we ſhall 'now 
preſent herto you, in ſome of her:ſpi- 
ritual Excellencies. Theſe, indeed, 
give the intrinfick. value to a perſon. 
He that would take the true height of 
of a man, muſt not meafure him with 
the vantage-ground he. ſtands on. 1 
may ſay of this Gracious Lady, what 
Nehemiah (aid of another: Noble Per- | 
ſon in his time 3 She was « 'Faithful 1o- Nehem: 
man, and feared God above many. Some 1+ 2- 
are ſo prodigiouſly wicked, that they 
ſeem to. bave wedded the Vices of 
many others. nc this good Lady ne 
e 
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. be ſaid to have colledted the Excellen- 
cies of many-other Chriſtians. To her 
you might have ſeen theſe various 
Graces, which grow to an eminency, 
but ſeverally in others, met-altogether 
in'one knot; [ ſhall ſpeak of a few. 

Firſt, The fear of the Great God, was 
very great in herz wanderful tender 
ſhe was of offending him. She hath 
been often. heard to ſay, and that (o- 
lemoly 3 Oh, I would not fin againſt my 
God. She profeſſed, that ſhe dreaded 
Hell moſt, asa place where God was 
Blaſphemed. Oh pretious Saint, to 
dread Hells fin, more than, Hells fire, 

Secondly, Her Zeal to the Worſhip 
of God, was eminent. Firſt, To the 
Publick, this was evidenced many ways. 
Firf#, By her Zeal, to get able and 
Arhful Miniſters for thoſe Livings ſhe 
bad in her diſpoſe 3 and by improving 
her utmoſt intereſt, to procure thelike 


4 


ſeveral ' vacancies. And herein the 
Noble Patron, did moſt kindly gratifie 
her with the choice, deeply -obliging, 
3" not 


for this Pariſh, where ſhe reſided, in its | 
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 S$4crament of the Lords gwpper, which 
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of a Chyifbian, we” Tk 
not anly her Honear, but the whole | 


Town thereby 3 ſothat you in this place, 
have lived in a Goſhen of Goſpel light 


for a long ſeaſon3 and are able alſo to 


tell, how comfortably ſhe ſpate to thoſe 


thet tanght the good Word of the Lord 
among fi you. hat countenance} and 
real encouragement ſhe gave them in 
the Lords Work, without ſparing her 
rſe todo it. Secondly, By her con» 
ant attendance on the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, ſo long as the Lord vouchſafed 
her any health : yea, fhe did not only 
attend on it her ſelf, but was careful 
that her Family ' ſhould do the fame 
with her. They that would not ſerve. 
God with her, were no' Servants for 
her.” Thirdly, She was no leſs devout 
in, than conſtant at the Publick Wor- 
ſhip. She durſt not trifle with Holy 
things, which made. one: (in this re- 
ſpe) lay of her, Thet this Lady, by ber 
Solemn and Reverent Deportment in Di+ 
vine Worſhip, would" make one believe 
that there is a God iniileed. Agtor the 
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is-ſodiſmally neglected by many 3 her 

defires were moſt Ardent to partake of 

it frequently, ſaying, (as the Miniſter 

of ithe place informed me) that (he 

dur(t not negleft, no, not any- ne op» 

portunity, that was offered for the 

enjoying this Sacred Ordinance.- And, 
oh, how intent was ſhe in Preparatiog 
_-  forit? the whole preceding week was 
— taken up by her for that work; in 
which, ſhe would always have a pri- 
vateFaſt with her Family, or a ſecret 
one in her Cloſet. Was not this one 
that meant to go to Heaven in good 
earneſt? Secondly, The Private Wors 
{hip of God. Let us follow her from 
the Church, to her own Houle, and we 
ſhall find, that ſhe brought her Reli- 
gion and Devotion home with her, 
and did not Jeave them in her Pue be- 
hind her, till ſhe returned to it again 
the next Sabbath. Some can comple» 
ment God. Almighty, before their 
Neighbours, on the Sabbath , but care 
not to.acquaint with God at home all 
the week after. But if ever any pri-' 

vate 
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vite dwelling, might be called a Chappel 
of little $4nFxary, her houſe was ſuch. 
There you might find -her, and her 
Family, twice every day, upon their 
knees, ſolemnly Worſhipping the Great 
God; there you might ſee them, hum- 
bly ſitting, at his feet, to hear his moſt 
Holy Word read unto them; conclu- 
ding conſtantly theif Evening Service, 
with Singing one of Davids Pſalas. 
What Strangers ſoever were preſent, 


there was no putting by, or adjoynin 

the Worſhip o* God ; 4 
nient ſeaſon. On the Lords day, you 
might hear the Sermons Preached in 
Publick, repeated to the Family, the 
Servants called to give an account be- 
fore her, of what they remembred, 
the high Praiſes of God ſounded forth 
by the whole Family together. After 
Supper again, you might hear the Ser- 
yants in their room, exerci them- 


ſelves in the ſame Heavenly Duty: of 


Singing Pſalms. And no ſooner didthe 
good Lady hear them (ſtrike up, but a- 
way ſhe would go to joyn withthem in 
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that duty. ' Follow her up the ſtai 
—_ ſhould be Ins to find hee 
twice every day, (hut up ſome hours in 
her Cloſet (which was excellently fur- 
niſhed with Pious Books of Practical 
Divinity) Here ſhe redeemed much 
pretious time,in reading the holy Scri 
tures, and other good Books, that might 
ive her further liphe into them, and 
elp to put more heat imo that light 
ſhe had obtained. Here ſhe poured 
out her devout Soul, with ſuch fer- 


+ vours of Spirit in Prayer, as could hot 


be hid (fometimes) from thoſe her 
Maidens, whoſe occaſions drew them, 
at any time, near her Cloſet dores 
and yet are we not at an end of this 
Ladies Devotions; for ev 
night ſhe would, her ſelf, pray wit 
her Maidens, before ſhe went to bed. 
And now, isit any wonder, ſbe grew ſo 
rich in . Grace, who drove fo great, 
and —_—_ ns in the means of 
Grace, and had ſo many ways tobri 
her in Spiritual gains ? NY 


CRETE IT LL 4 5 K 4 


Thirdy, 4 


YO DR LR PScitMGESP 5 


» yo" a 
; 1-35 | | 
' 


le 


Thirdly, Her Love to God 
what already hath been ſaid ) did ma+ 
ny ways make it ſelf evident to be of 
an high degree. Firſt, The mournful 
complaints ſhe would make, that ſhe 
could love God no more; the reaſon 
of which indeed was, becauſe ſhe loved 
him ſo much. Therefore ſhe thought 
ſhe loved him fo little, becauſe ſhe 


knew ſhe could never love him enough. 


The truth is, ſhe had ſuch raiſed ap- 
rehenſions of Gods Glorious Excel- 
ency, as cauſed her to think her high- 
eſt affeQFions unworthy of him. None, 
indeed, that have ſuch high appre- 
henfions of the Divine greatneſs and 


goodneſs, can love him little , or think” 


their love, when moſt, to be great. 


Secondly, The vehement deſires, and 


longings, ſhe had to be gone hence, 
that ſhe might be with Chriſt. She 
was one of thoſe very few Chriſtians, 
which ſtood in need of old Mr. Dods 
uſe of Exhortationz which [ have heard 
he would make to the Saints, in his 
Preaching ; That they world be _ 
| an 
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and patient, though they were net taken 
up to Heaven ſo ſoon as they deſired, 

his good man (who was: one of the 
moſt Heavenly Souls that this Age 
knew) finding to do this, was ſome- 
thing. difficult-in his own Soul, thought 
it was ordinary for others to do the 
likez whereas (God knows) moſt Chri- 
ſtians, are. of a lower form in Chriſts 
School, prone rather tolinger too much 
here, than tobe too haſty of going 
hence; ſo that they need rather Spur 
than Bridle, and Miniſters have. more 
reaſon to take hold of them, with the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments they can find, to 
draw thera out of the love of this 
'world (as the Angels did'Lot out of 
Sodom) than to make them willing to 
continue here. But this Gracious Lady, 
knew ſo much of Heaven, as madeher 
ſtay here tedious to her: the earneſk 
optionof her Soul was, Come Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly. She found to her great 
grief, that her imperfect ſtate on Earth, 
made it impoſiible to ſerve God here 
as (he would, and therefore did wone 


derfully 
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derfully complain (he was unprofitable 
and unſerviceable 3 and this deep ſence 
of her unſerviceableneſ(s (while others 
admired her fruitfulneſs. and uſeful- 
neſs) did (till increaſe herdelires to be, 
where all theſe infirmities would be 
cured, and where the knew her ability 
ſhould fully correſpond to the height 
of her deſires ſhe had to ſerve and 
glorific her God. Thirdly, Herlove 
to the Saints, who are-born of God, 
and have his lively' [mage ſtamped 

on them. This in Scripture, 3s made 
one of the faireſt evidences for” our 
love to God. - Every one that loveth the 
Father that begat, loveth hin that is be- 
gotten, 1 John 5.1. A man may; love 
the Child, and not love his Father but 
he cannot love him, becauſe he is his 
Child, and becauſe he is like his Fa- 


| ther, but he muſt needs love his Fa- 


ther. Yea love him firſt and moſt, be- 
cauſe his loveto the Child, ſprings from 
his love to the Father. ' This. Good 
Lady then, was a great Lover, doubt- 
leſs, of God himſelf, becauſe ſhe ns 
» ;* . o 
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ſo dear an affeftion to his Childazen, 
She did not praiſe the dead Saints, and 
perſecutethe Living 3 ſhe did not 
tend love to thoſe that lived far fon 
her, but ſhewed kindneſs to them 
that lived near her: She did not faQti- 
ouſly love ſome of one Party, and re- 
| thoſe of another. In a word, 
did-nat love the Saints jn an equa- 
lity with others, from a Natural ten- 
derneſs, which diſpoſeth ſome to be 
kind to all, good and bad; but her love 
was a Spiritual, Cordial, Special, and 
Uniform Love to them. Where-ever 
ſhe ſaw. any thing of God,. her Love 
was drawn out, towards them, and had 
the | moſt love for thoſe, that diſl- 
covered moſt of Gedz ſhe laved them 
{o,; as to delight in converſe and com- 
munion with them ;; yea, and the chief 
of her Charity was extended-to them. 
As for-the Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 
whoſe Funftion lifts them above pri- 
vate Chriſtians, few ever exceeded her, 
inloving'and honouring of them ; yea, . 
the loved firſt the Xiniftry,and then the 
| Mini- 
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Miniſters ; profeſfing ſcrioully,thegreat 
love and high eſteem (he had for 


was for their dear Maſters ſake, whoſe 


Embaſladours they were. Sothat what 
I have heard concerning her worthy 
Son-1n-Law, in Norfolk, Sir 


' Townſend, that for his Love tothe Mi- 


niſtry, he got the title of being called; 
Delicie Cleri, The Miniflers Delight 3 
may be truly givento her. 

Fourthly, Her works of Charity were 
remarkable, upon manifold accounts. 
Firſt, The largene(s of her Charity, fo 
great indeed it was, that it may well 
be admired, how this Tree ſhould got 
long ago have killed-it ſelf with over- 
bearing. The Trees in-our Orchards 
vield their 
ſo long a time to be put in heart. for 
bearing _ But her Charity was 
dropping Fruit all the year long, - Ma- 
ny ways 1c diffaſed it ſelf; ſhe had Sil- 


'ver for the Momileſs aliment for the 
H 


y, Medicaments for the- Sick, 


this way, in Town 
— 


Fruit but once a yeadr,taking. 


Salves for the Wounded. Abundance 
_ of good ſhe did 
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and Country; ſhe did not” only give, 
but deviſed liberal things. If her Ser- 
vants knew of any that were in great 
need, and did not tell her of it, ſhe 
would (when by otherways ſhe heard: 
thereof )be very angry with them, It 
hapned, that an honeſt poor Neighbour 
dyed, before ſhe knew he was fick,. for 
which "being troubled, ſhe asked her 
Servant, whether he had wanted in his 
Sickneſs, ſaying, with: ſome earneſt- 
neſs, 7 tell you, 1 had rather part with 
Gown from my back, than the Poor 
wart. Secondly, In the prime 
objets'of her Charity , ſhe caſt her 
ſeed/ upon all forty of ground, bute- 
on Gods encloſure. The 
| old of Faith, had her fulleſt hand- 
Fulls 5 eo ſuch ſhe never thought ſhe 
gave « " Thirdly, Her Secrefiein 
giving.. When it might be, ſhe did not 
we her Charity, as ſome throw their 
oney into a Baſin at a ColleQion, fo 
thatir rings again; "bur it fell like OyF 
into'a vellel, without noiſe. Fourthly, 
Her'Self-denying Spirit in all this3 | 
; was 


$ <a Fax 77. - _ | 
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was no Merit-monger; good Lady,ſhe ne- 
ver thought to purchaſe Land in Hea- 
ven, with the money ſhe gave on Earth. 
She was no Merchant to (ell her Cha- 
rity, but a Faithful Steward, acknow- 
lecging; what ſhe gave, was not her 
own, but her Lords money 3 ſhe was, 
notwithſtanding all her Charity, car- 
ried out to a naked Chriſt, defiring to 
be found alone in him, and his'Righ- 
teouſneſs, as earneſtly, as if ſhe- had 
not done one good work in all herlife. 
Hear this, Oh ye Papiſts, and be a- 
ſhamed for your notorious {landerz 
who would make the world believe, 
that Proteſtant Religion, 1s to0 cold a 
' Soil for Charity to thrive in. Behold 
here, a Proteſtant Dorcas, full of good 
Works, and Alms-deeds. hough (be 
had no opinion of Merit to cheriſh the 
root of her Charity, from which much 


of yours. comes, had not hope of ex- 


plating ſome foul Crimes, or conceit 
, of meriting Heaven, been at the bot- 
tom of the Charity of many in your 
Church, it may be believed, me eſe 
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ſtone had this day- been to be laid in 


_ ſome” of your Goodly Hoſpitals and 
- Churches alſo. * | 


Fifthly, Her $Sincerity. This was 
her'under Garment, which ſhe wore 


neareſt to her, and gave excellency to 


all her other Graces. Many notable 
teſtimonies there were for this in her. 


Firft, The uniformity of -her Holy 


Walking ; her Religion was not like a 


drift Snow, which lyeth thick in one 


place, and leaves the ground barein 
another 3 the Hypocrite hath ſore na- 
ked plot in his Converſation, that ret- 
ders him ſuſpicious 3 you may perſwade 
him with Herod, to < many things, but 
never make him with Saint Paxl,willing 


in all things to live bonefily. But in 
this good Ladies Converſation, —__ 
anorner; 

her 


correſponded admirably with 

an happy Symmetry appeared in 
whole courſe, towards God and Man, 
abroad, and alſo at home, among her 
Domeſtick Relations, thoſe thatlived 
conſtantly with her, who ſaw her (a 


we are wont to'ſay) bot and —_ 


PR , 
. 
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her night-cloaths, as well as when dreſ- 
ſed to go abroad. Few, [ believe, have 
had an higher teſtimony for Piety, 
from thoſe that have lived near, and 


long with them, than ſhe hath from all 


that dwelt under her roof. Secondly, 
The great freedom ſhe gave her Friends 
in ſpeaking to her, of what they ſaw 
amiſs 1n her 3 ſhe was wont -much'to 


- applaud the priviledge of having a 


Faithful Friend, ſaying, others "might 
ſee more by us, than we by ourſelves; 
ſhe would alſo ſay, 'Tis 4 great mercy 
to be convinced of any ſin. Thirdly, Her 
Faith, which was wont to be then 
ſtrongeſt, when death appeared near- 
eſt. Like that great Souldier I have 
read of, who would tremble every 
joynt, whilſt his Armour was. putting 
on in his Tent, but without all fear, 
when he engaged in the Bartel. A 
little more than a Twelve-month fiace, 


ſhe fell into a long (wound, which la- 


ſted about half an hour, without any 


viſible hopes of her recovery 3 but as 


ſoon as ſhe came again to her ſelf, ſhe 
ſaid, 


'F # Ul EE YANISCLE 


ſaid, Ihyow my Redeemer liveth; 


LT 
: o 


df 

ing conveighed to her chamber, 34 
again, I know whom I have truſted: An |; 
ypocrites hope is compared, to the Ig 
giving mp the Ghoſt, Job 11. 20. | And" Ve! 
in this particular not unlike. As a dy»: 
ing man, his breath. grows ſborter *|'1, 
and: ſhorter, till at the Jaſt it is quite- [43 
puffed out 3 ſo commonly the Hypo» | 
| 

2 

t 


1 


crites leſſeneth,. as death grows 
—_— commonly expires, befote 4 
' the man himſelf doth, 
8ixthly, Her Humility. This we may | 
call her upper Garment, with which ſhe | þ 
ſtrived to cover her other Excellencies, | x 
though their Beauty was rendered the | 1 
more conſpicuous and amiable, by ca- | { 
ing this veil over it. Grace, indeed ' 
is like an Oyntment, which the cloſer |. 
it is held in a mans hand, the more | 
ſtroogly. it ſends forth his (weet ſcent. | | 
Oh how meanly did ſhe think of her |? 
ſelf? the ſaw not how her own Face |.; 
ſhined, while others beheld and ad- | 
mired. Ever complaining ſhe was/uſe- 


le, and uoprofitable, and didno gu 
ever 


s ſelf, indeed I do. How | 


"oY 
'S 
44 


ſhe.'woald- 7 


acceſs, for the meaneft to corhe ' 
wero7 ea how: affable, conr- 


teous, and lowly to the pooreſt 7 many 


ETON done 


rey | T* 1s I, 


| Mrebyr © a w_ ortwoto ot 


- Ther gricions behav 
Hocourble P 


was much in admiring ger X 
Mlefſiae God for. his Mercies, in her 

 aduteſt Pains #nd- greateſt 

How doth this Bleſſed Soul wow 


ourinberlaf Sick-- 
*no- more of this” , 


A þ.” 


forth the; Praiſes of Godin even? 
who coul@ihng! 


thei fo fectly; while - 
E theſe 


F 


k 


this high note; -in her greateſt by 
 paiggand: dolours? 


| ag0h offered ber ſome diſt 


Thoms ain ahh | 
"hoop. her Heart in tune ic 


thaſe 
thas © 


She W45-Dot.9 ths 
from. $44x: it were [trange.. 
.-if he: ſhould pot; have cope 
dered. this Pretious Servant. of Ch 


$.time, whom he bad found ſog 

nd ofd an enemyto him, and bis 
homel cakes bur he' came. on! 
14d mare a with þ yk of , 
mare Trophics to..a former 
" po .him.. . . The laſt wordsj 
obſryed af 


I her, —_— LT cepi 
ciled/vn her poos DT. 


—_— T trus (he ended her life hi 
in.the exerciſe, of that wh 


wasto be. her. conſtant en workin 
thas. life ſhe 3ras now bag oa ol 
1,have; dgpe. {peaking} ob-rhis: Ele: 


\ Lady and have gow ark rd relies, 


— 
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| Howto wake Row 1 ven 
| on het upon our fe 


Firf, Let all LS fiieped tp to pive 
= theo 9a ee the” His cog 
a antly* ponred; 
tis Elect Veer; her 5M Kath 
very oy; befote, tnoft of yo 
"Works you have {i 
door "of you. beech, are 
; wer ; now glorific your Pather 
| isin Hetrek 5 think it not envuygh'to' 
- Hin and fay,ſhe was a good Lady, 
x pretions Chriſtiane! indeed 3 but: as” 


* eEpaſſeth throygh the Air, akg” 


cif jr {termragaterh' on the” 
your thiougtits not ftay- Ing 
the «daring of her Perfedions, 
iſs from her, and fix upon God'rhi 
not, and <p of al Aer, g==4 
ad perfe& Say riot otly fs 
was ne wy, Vat how ood ar 
gracious is Ood, .ro* fill ſuch.a poot 
| | Earthen veſſel, with - fo' mach-of. His 
- | Heaveo| Treafure. Again, Let, dn 


"x24 God; who' Hath fo nappily 6hided, 


$7F mo and | 


u- 7» — 
—_—_—FR_ P——— = 


cede HE ER Eo £ LSE Sb 5 
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her courſe, and delivered ber fr 
ſnares and miſeries of this evil, 
The Souls of the wes NE 
above our Praying for = being 
woods It-a' glorified re are be 
_ * avdtyiny Ba — ray fl 5 
eayen, t - 
ſg, but they. may, and 
theſubjefts of oor ek Re at 
God, This is a duty, therefore, the | 
ex, becauſe it is for the i, 
Mereie: y at which crowns og , 
ſeries of God 7 gracion paſt Provid 
ces to them. It you thinkyour ſely 
engaged to bleſs God for your Fri 
whom God hath brought ſafe 
you, after a long and danger | 
or recovered. out of. a perilous; 
Skneſs) bow much more then " | 
we be thankful, .to ſee. any. of our. 
Godly Friends, carried fafe to the end. 
of this. great journey, and landed E 
their, Heavenly Fathers' Houſe? not. 
recovered from a Sickneſs, which isbut. 
an.aQournment to death 3 but.to havi 
ſhot gulf, and tv be ſereverlas./ 


. ingly above it? Se* | 


oy 


ta 


I. I 
-— = 
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=} -'--gccondly; Let the' radienc Excellen- 
ES cies that were in her, humble us for 
her Deficiencies. ' ' A coorſe piece” of 
Cloth, tieyer appears fo coarſe, as when 
laid'/by 4 fitie3 nora Dwarff folow,'ss 
{ when ſet by one that is tall. © How 
© may ber knowledge in'the Scriprutes, 
b fame the ignorance of many of us? 
1 Het awful-fear of God, the little reve- 
rence we have of the Divine Majeſty ? 
' Her zeal for God, onr coldne(s? Her 
reverenceiia the Worſhip: of God, the 
rudeneſs of many, who behave them- 
ſelves thetein, as if God Almighty,and 
they ”_— fellows? © Her c mhker=h 
£1 Spirit, ad '] Heart, whereby” 
-|. concerned ber in - the ws 1 
| wiſcries'! of /others,' the narrow - and 


ſelfiſh Spirits of mahy 2 who like the. * 


TH wrap themſelyes up in their 
| | own loft wool, and turn out briſtles to 
© all-others.” Or, who (ay with that 
| fat Monk, ſtroking his own filled 
| Paunch; 17{ it be well here, «ll is well; 
7} though oe bo AUIINEED ING, 
| pining with hunger. -. How | may her 

Fons "uf | Humility, 


Z ax acmmnadsl 


om. hex own: 
to the bluſh; that 


_ 


EE 


+4 


x6 ray Frog 

; with a fa 

Twi nane can _ pg 
word, How way ber Patirnce, wi- 


p pc AfMi&iqns, reproach the miiy- 
mating ogy many, whea they feel but 
A ite ſmart from a gentle Corredt 
on 2; as if they would tur again'upoy 
God, and ſnatch. the Rod our-of' his 
yes 2 I might ſay, I fear-too: 


here to mourn for teloke 


xi good Lady, as Chriſtts, the * 
Weep.not for ber, hut weep for 
the you axe fo, unlike to. what as 


3 abirdh, Let jbe high gh cnoglures C 


(iiaee, this Pretious | adn. 
| | ng to, encourage all weak Chr 
{iow to preſs forward, after. further 
degrees £, Grace-Sit nor ſtill for ſhame; 
at the bottom: of this Hill, when 


how high G 
i w high ſhe gat ip an 5 


1. hid ſo great-Exoel- | 


their poor pine | 
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 Gbalicieft'' She bath riot "drawn. 


TT 
- Kadder after her ; take her courſt ooary 
0 obs 


though thou mayſt "not come & 


+£ 54 


m her ſteps // ard - by Gods bleffr 
itch here, yet thou ſhalt havefar more 
— cages 6h haſt: '$He- did not pro 
thas rich in Grace, with idtenefs 4nd 
florh, bur by Gods bleffing on Her di- 
ligence, ii the uſe of means. She did 
ive /become ſo 'eininctn: by 'priudly 
thinking her {elf foto be, bur by H 


- 
mility,and Poverty of $pirit:Man had 
been berter; if they. had 'not thaught 
themſelves to 'be better that they. 
<, 


""y Fourthly, '& word tg you that” Bad 


the-priviledge to live in her Family : 
For Gods fake look- to 'your felves.z 
happy you, if the holy Example you 


' had in her, 'md extraordinary meatis 
. of Grace you enjoyed under her roof, 


have. had a kindly and powerful effeQ 
inyou3 if they have prodiiced 'a feri- 
obs reſolation for an” Holy life. But 
wo be to you;” that ſhall bring a pro- 
phage and wicked Spirit out of ſuch a 
wt L4 .: _ Pious 


ms > . &: PEGS 
F * 
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yarld, as there you did; 
bly, To: thoſe that are ptivi 
with Noble Birth, or aw, 
"xtration, learn from this, Lady: 3 the 
ſt way in, the world, to make'the 
BT er ro bernie 

and chearfully.to be-pay 
take hut the ſame courſe chi this Ord 
cious Lady, and Noble Lord her Hut 
bind did, and | dare promiſes youll 


Kain it, ' Labour to be, good,' and? 
op good, be not afraid, or "—_ 


wh_Aet i0usz own-God in his Holy 


ays,-and Holy Ones;- and then 
ſhall be Honoured of all, bur by thoi 


fog refuſe. to Honour: God -himſelfe-, 


nd who would accept of Honour. at 
their hands, who rob God of hjs>'you 
have the Word pf God for this,: Them! 
that honogr oe, 1 will bonowr, » Sam.2-36 
ky "vx 132þ) ard the-feer of the Lord, 


are Riches, and Honogr, and Life,' Prov." 


Heavea inthe pther.() | | 
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-| of the beſt is the worſt.” I donor clear 


How can he be free to complain of o-/ 


| 


"Ea 
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Lady. It fareth 


with little care, amid of bad” 
It falls, and they hardly go oft, 
: Oh'defile not your Hondlirs by any 
debaucheries 3 os mn SY » 
ornamentum in Luto, faith Salvian. 
What pity is it a Scarlet Cloak ſhould \ 
be ſoptin a ſwill tub? The corraption 


_ 


thoſe of ſip, who do not give bim the 
Honour due to .his Title and Place, 
that is unworthy of _—_ but me- 
thinks, that t 's hath 

ſo bigh in Soi = We ers 
conſider, that it 1s their duty, and wif* 
'dom alſo, to, ſhun all that 'may lead 


their Ioferiours. into this Temptation. 


thers, denying him his Honour, whob 
his own prophaneneſs and wickedne -. 
ca 


Prov. 14+.35-" But fin i: 
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An wk, om. inf « Kigh Ira 
and Religions; the Vere, Wife 
to the moſt Noble Palin a. 
Horatio Vere”;* ; Te of © Tilbury, 
who dyed, Decemb. 25. Jo int the 
99 Tear of ber! Age.'* 151101) 


- 

Bis this Marble TE) A. 8 | 
- 
: 


Wonder of Age, Trig 
Which ſtriving in her won the 
Or had moſt power to bow her "9h 
Her Age, or her Devotion. 
Her Piety made the'World confeſs 
Old Age no bar to fruitfulneſs. 
Her Age again {6 wondrous great, | 
Prov'd' Piety never out of Dare-” 
Well may fhe then a wonder 20, - 
When as, to prove her to be fo; © 


days to view the Triple-Heaven,” 
y (Oneday ſpent ineach Court.) makes even; 
[ Bur, Reader, whenthbou: think'ſt upon 
Her Third days Reſurretion,., | 
If thou'rt amaz'd, wonder no more : 
| Her Saviour did ſo before. 


On' her dying juſt on the day of Chriſt's 
Nativity. 


- 
- 
"% 
- 
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Until the day of Chriſts Nativity. 
It was becauſe the Bridegroom tarried, 


- 


On Her Nobility. 


Noble her ſelf, more Noble, cauſe ſo near 
To the Thrice Noble, and Vitorious Vere. 


Heard fromthe Geraren to the Britiſh fhver. 


H 


T2.% 


Long time ſhe ſleepinglay, but could not dye 3 
No wonder then &he ſlept and. flumbered;/ . 


That Belgick Lyon, whoſe loud fame didroar,' L 


i. 


- 
» 
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$, 


yas Jofticar'din. ('6 fa. 
y repel oy 
| ton uti wet 
E gn aft the Graves, thoſe 
Eran if Thoſe only we confels; 
1 Are truly call'd; 7% Ons Provinter. ©. 


Charles Darby; 


'  RefSor of Keditbu ix Saffollc,' | 


gh the Et! Fm" h Kihe mas 
6 able," Lady Mary Vere. mY 


11% 


Hat A can chuſe hag 


At de gh ad open we vere! Gin deyn | 

Deati' a pubic 1k? Our pri 
bl many an empty Ciſtern did fu 

God deckt her Heayenrborn Soul with Gems | 

; _ Divine 

Of various luſtre, which did make \J fe | 

| Thatall that ſtood abgut her faw 4 5' 

She made it day, eygn1a the darkeſt ; 

Her boutiteous Hand, and truly noble Heart 

Did noble Gifts to multitudes i impart. ' 

She was a flowing Spring,a Mine of Treaſure, 

To ſerve her Lord, and do good, was her 

pleaſure. 
Pattern of Goodneſs, and a Pillar too, 
ſuch loſles might tho World undo. 


mr n——ny——_—_ 


She” 


Hea 
__ Hm ribere oy lms 
= rittis, and her$ Tok 
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 Tofig among thole that are 
- Witho! ponowre fault, offence, or jar. 
|: when arrrv'd, no Mortal can declare}, / 
What joys1 in Heaven 3 & what welcomes ate 
For this devored Saint 3 whilſt here on Eatth' 


' She's gone; buthever | iff” Mhall ber Nags 
Her works abide to Efernize her Faine. © 
 Anag- Vert mira. ; 
of Bleflings ! for whatton e cart 

or Graceand Greatneſs where'sher parallef” 


Edward on 
4 


| 


x Sin with our Songs, Tears with our. 


In obitum Nobiliſſume_ lefiſſumeq; Hes. 
roinz, Mariz, 1!luſtriſſuwi fortiſſumiq; 
Ducis Horatii Vere Baronis de Til-" 
bury, Vids.e, Carmen Epitapbium. 


N Obilitas tibi Yera'\fuit, Prudentia Vera - 
vera tibi Pietas, & tibi Yera Fides. 
Vera. Dei cultrix faeras, & Vera Mariti + _ 
. Quzq; nitent, aderant omnia Yera tibs.. -; 
Acciderit tandem qudd Aors tibi Yera, dor 
lendum : 
Excepto hoc, dete fingula Yera juvart. 


Simon Ford. $8. T. Ds 
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' On tbe Death of the Right Honourable! 
and Truly Religious, the Lady Vere,” 


Marie Vere 
Ever. I arme. 


- A Tryzbute who can here pretend . 
A To pay, but he who hath ta (pend '- * 
© Whole Iedies of refined Ore, 

- Ready to bring out of hig ſtore, 

Which after all will In to be | 


Too mean, yea bankrupt beggary- 
' See Name, Relation, Sate of Grace 
Do march in correſpondent pace , 
- Daring all Enemies to withſtand 
* Her Generaus Soul, or Countermand , 
Its reſolution ne're to yield, 
- - But ſtill to fight, and win the Field. 
Ever I arm, and fo do wait 
; My Captains Word; on Foes deceit, 
Or when he muſters up his ſtrength, 


Hoping to vanquiſh me at length , - | 
"RI Qt | 
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Yet then I faint not, but being arm'd 


Through Gegce I ſtood and was 
Hece, Jags a 2p 2's 
Remained Conquereſs in deſpight 
Of all his Forces, till at laſt 
Praiſes and Thanks were her repalt z 
Thus Faith, and Hope, and Patience, 
Triumphant rode i'th* Chariot Heace. 
But how ſounds this ever I arm 
Suiting a Lady once i'th' Arm, 
Of ſuch General whoſe ſtory 
Embalms our Nations dying Glory 
Embroiders Records with his Name, 
Out-bids the. narrow mouth of Fame. 
Gurnall diſplay thy Magazine, 
Here thy whole Armour may be ſeen 
Bright and yell us'd, well buckled on, 
A 


uiraſeer, who having won 


Many a Batte], now receives 


The Crown which her preat Captain gives. 


Maria Vere 
Jam re vera. 


Jam re vera feror ſuper aſtre, beata triumph, | 


ExpeGanſq; din ſpeſq3 Fideſq, ſatur. 


M2 + Anthony Withers. | 


On the wack L emexted Death, of the 
'. Wortbysf all Memory, the Right Ho- 
| nowreble, the Lady Vere: ' 


> Hrough Floods of Tears my Muſe-did 
4 wade, 
| Toſcel'eſe Mourners, and this ſhade : 
That ſke/poor heart ! might fit and cell, 
A grief defrauding Parable. 


- If in the'dark ſhe chuſe to walk. 
- Or with Ambages 'mar her talk; 
- Or too ſJow paces ſeems to go; 
"Admit Cloſe Mourner. ſo to do. 


If Speech,'or Memory, do fail, 

Or if, perchance, ſhe wear her Veil, 

A day, .a (1ze or two too long; 
"Wink at ſmall faults in Mourners Song, 


Unto a Noble Favourite, 
"From Holy Land, by his own Sp'rite, - 
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The King of ——_ Renown, 
Sent. a choice. Jewel of his Crown. 


A Casket firſt he did prepare, 53 ©5006 
Wherein to put this Jewel rare ; | 

Then this large token of his Loye, 
He dropt into it from above. -..,.. E: 
It was a cur ous Artifice 5; 


Of all brave works'the Maſter-pi eces , 
Moſt worthy of that; skilful han 
Which form'd all things on Sea and Land. 


Its Subſtance was more purethan Gold: -.:. 3 
More worth than thouſands, though 
IX. 
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For kind the belt, of fitteſt ze; 
Which much in little did comprize. -...., 7. 


It in form a Heart reſembl'd, 

A ſingle Heart, that ne're difſembl'd ; 

A broken Heart, that often trembl'd, 
A bleeding Heart, moſt deeply humbl d. --; 


Upon the Table of this Heart, 
Not in proportion, but in part ; 
The graver by Divine' impreſs, 
Set. th' Image of his Holineſs. 


In it Twelve Pretious Stones were (ct, 


(None ſuch in Princes Coronet) 


x lovely j—_ nnd in 
By three, and three, wi oddly Grace. 


Th* firſt row Faith, Hope, Charity 3 
Next Temperance, ,Vertue, Purity ; 
Then Meckneſs, Kindneſs, Verity 3 

| Feh' laſt, Love, Zeal, and Conſtancy. 


T'th' midſt there ſtood a maſly thing, 

fit for a Roybl Ring 3 
Humility men did it call, [= 
"This was the Gracing Grace of all. Is... 


ant Tears, to Pearls converted, - | 
| ie dove ſtood well ſorted : $e. 
; in greatneſs, andin ſhow, 
to goodnefs too, did daily grow. | | 
In carly times i took a fall, BBy. 
"And t loft its Graces all ; 
"Tt fell, into a Tothſom Lake, 
Which did it fout and filthy make. 


Yet a great Prince did not diſdain, 

To take it up and ope” a vein 

fn his own ſide, and with pure blood 
Waſh off the ſoyl, and make it good. 


© This fall its Glory did impair, 
- This Friend its Breaches id repair | 
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'Cauſe mending would not ſerve, he knew, 
He melted, monlded, made it new. «2 


Thea like a Glorious Sun it ſhin'd, 
With Rays moſt bright, enough to blind, 


Preſumptuous eyes which turn'd that way, - 2 


Toſece what 'twas out ſhin'd the day. 


This Jem the owner of his Grace, 
Molt freely lent ns for the ſpace, 


Of ſomewhat more than Ninety Years; ' , 


So long this Pendant deck't our Ears. 


But now, alas | for non-payment 

Of Tribute Praiſe, an cafie Rent, 

It's fetch'd away in great diſpleaſure. 
Oh what's the Jo of ſuch a treaſilre ? 


Put off thy Vizard Mask my Muſe, 

And don't our Patience ſtill abuſe 5 

Nor expeQation higher raiſe: | 

But name the perſon thou doſt praiſe. 
Content, for ſure am too blame, 
Solong to ſmother that great Name, 
Which in all Countries where it came, 
Was crown'd with Honour and with Fame. 


The Noble Soul deſcribed here, 
Was one to Gad, and man molt dear; 
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70 in Devorion ha; no. peer, 
Great Good Lady Mary vere. 


EPITAPH. 


HE Cacket of this Jewel rare, . i 
With deep laments we here Inte: 
low'd ground, which 6) gals 
df purer Earth to be the ſbrod 


vl hou Ge ſri, in whoſe cloſe wor 
his Holy Relick we intomb3 
with care, and on it 
_y be done by Chimiſtry. 
pes the Tru Ah deatariſe, | 
thy wealthy. prize 
rr on calcin' & 
yon duſt double refin'd. hb 
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